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What Gifted Students Want From Their Parents

These are the top ten things gifted students wish their parents would do (or not do):

 Be supportive and encouraging; be there for us; be on our side

 Don’t expect too much of us; don’t expect perfection

 Don’t pressure us, be too demanding, or push too hard
 Help us with our schoolwork / homework

 Help us to develop our talents

 Be understanding

 Don’t expect straight A’s

 Allow us some independence; give us space; trust us, because chances are we 
know what we’re doing

 Talk to us; listen to us

 Let us try alternative education / special programs

The 7 Great Myths of Adolescence:
Roadblocks to Self-Appreciation

Everyone has to like me

I have to like everyone

Happiness is achieved solely through wealth or power

No one will find me physically attractive enough to want to date me

Asking for help from parents, teachers, friends, and others 

is the same as admitting failure

There’s nothing left to learn and no one around who can teach me anything

If I can’t do something perfectly, I shouldn’t do it at all

Graduation Requirements

• Communications – 4 credits
• Math – 3 credits (sophomores) 2

24 total credits needed …

Math 3 credits (sophomores), 2 
credits (juniors and seniors)

• Science – 2 credits
• Social Studies – 3 credits
• Health – ½ credit
• Physical Education – 1 ½ credit
• Required electives – students 

must earn at least ½ credit in 3 out 
of 4 of the following areas:
– Fine Arts
– Technology Education
– Computer Intensive
– Foreign Language 

Course Selection
All students will take a minimum of 

6 classes per semester (6 credits per year)

Required Classes

Sophomore Junior Senior

US History American Problems 
and Promises

2 Comm classes

Comm 2 American Lit and 
Comp

Electives based on
graduation 

requirements and q
future post-

secondary plans.
Chem/Physical Science OR 

Chemistry
Science

Math Math

Phy Ed 2 Phy Ed 3 OR 
Individualized 

Conditioning OR
Strength Training
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Register online the week of February 28th

Class requests close at 3pm on March 18th

Helpful Hints
• Students should attend their 

individual junior / senior 
counselor meeting

• Take advantage of 
opportunities provided at 
PWHS (courses of rigor counselor meeting

• Take time to visit schools, 
watch for “preview days” and 
“open houses”, and sign up to 
meet the college 
representatives who visit our 
school

• Discuss the financial 
implications of continuing your

PWHS (courses of rigor, 
extracurricular activities)

• Continue to work hard and do 
your best in high school

• Determine whether you should 
take or retake the ACT or SAT 
junior and senior year

• Acquire information about implications of continuing your 
education with your parents

• Consider what you know about 
yourself when making the 
decision to continue your 
education

schools that are a good match 
for you 

• Parents of juniors and seniors 
should attend the respective 
Parents Night

Options for High School Graduates

• Two-year, junior, or community colleges
• Four-year colleges and universities
• Vocational and technical colleges
• Specialty schools and colleges
• Employment
• Apprenticeships and job training programs
• Military service
• Other
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EXPLORE PLAN ACT

English 14 15 18

Reading 16 17 21

Math 18 19 22

Science 20 21 24

Your College Readiness 
Action Plan

L k t h t th C llLook at how your scores compare to the College 
Readiness Benchmark Scores on your Score Report.

•Are your scores at or above the benchmark scores?

•Are your scores below the benchmark scores?

Make sure your are taking the recommended number 
and level of Core courses.

Communications Requirements
for Graduation and College Entrance

HS Diploma, Technical College, 2-year College, and 4-year College

4 years required
(Communications 1, Communications 2, American Lit and Comp, AP 

Language, Communications elective)

TJMS Communications Courses

Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9

7th Gr Comm5th Gr
Comm

6th Gr
Comm

8th Gr
Comm Comm 1

5th Gr
Comm

Lit and 
Analysis

Lit and 
Analysis

Lit and 
Analysis

Honors 
Comm 1

NOTE:  NOTE:  Students may move from one track (sequence of courses) to another with the Students may move from one track (sequence of courses) to another with the 
recommendation of their teacher and the Gifted and Talented Coordinatorrecommendation of their teacher and the Gifted and Talented Coordinator

6th Gr
Comm

7th Gr
Comm 8th Gr Comm Honors 

Comm 1
Honors 
Comm 2
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PWHS Communications Courses

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

Communications 1 Communications 2 American Lit and Comp Communications 
Elective

AP Language and CompCommunications 1 Communications 2 AP Lit and Comp

Communications Electives:Communications Electives:
Journalism – Media Studies – Creative Writing – Contemporary Lit –

Composition and Popular Literature – World Lit and Comp – AP Language and Composition
NOTE:  NOTE:  Students may move from one track (sequence of courses) to anotherStudents may move from one track (sequence of courses) to another

Math Requirements
for Graduation and College Entrance

HS Diploma 2 full years (2 credits) juniors and seniors; p y ( ) j ;
3 full years (3 credits) sophomore and 
freshmen, including one year of Algebra

Technical College requirements determined by program

2 year College 3 years required (Algebra Geometry2-year College 3 years required (Algebra, Geometry, 
Algebra 2)

4-year University 3 years required
4 years recommended 
(Algebra, Geometry, Algebra 2, Pre-Calculus)

TJMS Math Courses

5th Gr Math 6th Gr Math 7th Gr Math PreAlgebra

Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

Algebra

Grade 9

6+ M th 7+ Math Algebra Honors 

5+ Math 6+ Math 7+ Math Algebra

Honors 

Honors 
Geometry

6+ Math 7+ Math Algebra Geometry Algebra 2

NOTE:  NOTE:  Students may move from one track (sequence of courses) to another with the Students may move from one track (sequence of courses) to another with the 
recommendation of their teacher and the Gifted and Talented Coordinatorrecommendation of their teacher and the Gifted and Talented Coordinator

PWHS Math Courses

Math 9 Pre-Algebra Comprehensive Math Consumer Math

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

Algebra Geometry Algebra 2 Pre-Calc

Geometry Algebra 2 Pre-Calc AP Calc 1

PreAlgebra Algebra Geometry Algebra 2

Honors Geometry Honors Algebra 2 Honors Pre-Calc AP Calc 2

Math Electives:Math Electives:
Intro to Computer Programming – HTML with JAVASCRIPT – AP Statistics

NOTE:  NOTE:  Students may move from one track (sequence of courses) to anotherStudents may move from one track (sequence of courses) to another
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Science Requirements
HS Diploma 2 years required – one course from each of the 

following three areas of science:
Biological Biology (year) or Honors Biology (year)
Chemical Chemistry (year) or Honors Chemistry (year) 

or Chemical Science (semester)
Physical Physics (year) or Honors Physics (year) or 

Physical Science (semester)

Technical College requirements determined by program

2-year College 3 years required (Biology, Chemistry OR  
Chemical/Physical Science, science elective)y , )

4-year University 3 years required (Biology, Chemistry OR 
Chemical/Physical Science, science elective)

4 years recommended (Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics, science elective)

PWHS Science Courses

Chemical Science S S i El i

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

Biology Chemistry Physics Science Elective

Honors Biology Honors Chemistry Honors Physics Science Elective

Biology Chemical Science 
and Physical Science Science Elective Science Elective

Science Electives:Science Electives:
AP Biology – AP Chemistry – AP Physics – Biochemistry – Earth Science – Ecology – Human 

Anatomy and Physiology – Organic Chemistry – Investigative Science – Space Science

NOTE:  NOTE:  Students may move from one track (sequence of courses) to anotherStudents may move from one track (sequence of courses) to another

Social Studies Requirements
for Graduation and College Entrance

HS Diploma, Technical College, 2-year College, and 4-year College

3 years required
(World Studies, US History, American Problems and Promises)

PWHS Social Studies Courses

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

World Studies US History American Problems and 
Promises Elective

World Studies AP US History AP Government Elective

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

Social Studies Electives:Social Studies Electives:
AP Government – AP Modern European History – AP Psychology – Anthropology –

Current Issues – Political Science – Psychology – Sociology
NOTE:  NOTE:  Students may move from one track (sequence of courses) to anotherStudents may move from one track (sequence of courses) to another
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New Courses at a Glance
Communications

• Composition and Popular Literature

Technology and Engineering Education
• Manufacturing Enterprise
• Principles of Engineering

• Introduction to Engineering Design (IED)
Using 3D computer modeling software, students learn the design 
process and solve design problems for which they develop, analyze,process and solve design problems for which they develop, analyze, 
and create product models

• Principles of Engineering (POE)
Students explore technology systems and engineering processes to 
find out how math, science, and technology help people

• Digital Electronics (DE)
St d t t i l ti t l b t th l i f l t iStudents use computer simulation to learn about the logic of electronics 
as they design, test, and actually construct circuits and devices

• Computer Integrated Manufacturing (CIM)
Students learn concepts of robotics and automated manufacturing by 
creating 3-dimensional designs with modeling software and producing 
models of their designs

School Counselor / Student Relationship

• Sophomores complete• Sophomores complete 
Career Interest Profile 
(WISCareers)

• Attend individual junior 
and senior meetings

• Maintain high school• Maintain high school 
transcripts

Your student’s school counselor 
is here to help.

Please don’t hesitate to call them!

Mr. Mr. Pittz Pittz and and MsMs. . MichelMichel

268268--61256125


