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On April 7, 2015, the voters in the communities of the Port Washington-Saukville School District voted 
to approve a $49.4 million referendum to add classrooms to eliminate the overcrowding at Dunwiddie 
Elementary School and build a like-new high school on the present site.  The planning, information 
sessions, and feasibility study began two years prior to the referendum. 
 
Two years ago, a large group of community members approached Board members asking them, 
“When are you finally going to do something about the high school?”  Therefore, the Board 
commissioned a feasibility study by Bray Architects to investigate options and possibilities.   
 
Not knowing for certain the community sentiments, the Board sent a comprehensive survey to all the 
residents in the Port Washington-Saukville School Districts in September, 2014.  There were several 
very important directional questions the Board needed to know from the community before deciding 
on the scope of a referendum. 
 
One of the most important questions asked was whether the District should build a brand new high 
school on another site at the edge of the community, or remain on the present site and build a like-
new high school.  There was a large response to the survey, and overwhelmingly, the respondents 
preferred staying on the existing site for a number of positive reasons.  The actual survey question 
asked was, “extensive demolition, reconstruction, and renovation of existing high school.” 
 
Therefore, the Board, working with the Bray Architects, developed a proposed plan for building, 
upgrading, and remodeling on the present site.  The designs included removing the oldest 
educationally and infrastructurally outdated portions of the building, building a large three-story 
academic wing on the hill, and retaining the Washington Heights building, Tech Ed, and auditorium 
with upgrading and remodeling.  The plan also retained the north side green space. 
 
Prior to the referendum, the school district presented the proposal to 23 community groups, making 
personal contact with over 400 Port Washington-Saukville area residents.  During each one of the 
community presentations, it was shared that part of the the proposal was the removal of the old 1931 
building.  No one expressed an objection to replacing the building.  
 
Also, the District provided tours of the high school so that community members could get a better idea 
of the condition and a sense of the proposed construction.  During these walk-throughs, we 
highlighted that it would be a goal for the project to retain a portion of the original 1931 east wall 
structure including the one-time main entry arch, which currently exists within the auditorium lobby.  
Although the 1931 building is proposed to be demolished in the plans for the high school, this 1931 
wall and entry arch will remain within the auditorium lobby.  Therefore, the district asked the architects 
to design the structure to maintain the original 1931 entrance framework and the east wall.   
 
In addition, the school district provided ongoing construction updates on their website and Facebook 
page, the Ozaukee Press covered the entire journey, along with pictures of the proposed new facility.  
The voters passed the referendum and the school district moved quickly to take advantage of 
the low financing interest rates and the construction market. 
 
On February 22, 2016, the Board met with CD Smith (Construction Managers), reviewed and 
approved Dunwiddie Bids, and construction is scheduled to start in May.  Also in February, the school 
district brought forward the proposed high school design (which had been in the Ozaukee Press and 
explained personally to over 400 residents) to the City Design Review Board, and the Plan 



Commission.  The Design Review Board approved the design with the exception of providing a more 
vertical look to the new part of the building, which replaces the 1931 building.  Bray Architects 
presented the information to the Plan Commission, and they made the following motion: 
 

MOTION BY BUD SOVA AND SECOND BY ROB VANDEN NOVEN to approve the building and site plan 
subject to retaining the image of the 1930’s building on the music building; and to have the school’s 
architect work with staff on meeting the setback requirements for the south parking lot, and the 
landscaping requirements for all parking lots.  The revised building and site plan will need to be 
reviewed by the Plan Commission for final approval.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Bray Architects is now working with the City Planner to return to the Plan Commission with some 
tweaks in the design to provide a more vertical look and tie all the buildings closer together.  We are 
optimistic that once the Commission sees the altered design, it will be approved. 
 
Also, the City is asking us to develop grassy setbacks for the parking lots.  As we understand it, the 
City ordinance requires a 10 foot setback and allows for a 30% variance.  If we are required to put this 
type of setback on the parking lot, we will lose up to 40 parking spaces, increase the cost of the 
project, and create snow removal and maintenance challenges, along with creating some safety 
issues by reducing the drive aisles in the parking lot.  Therefore, Bray Architects have developed a 
proposal for the City’s consideration that we believe will satisfy proper grass setbacks without losing a 
large number of parking spaces.  Again, we are hopeful we can work it out. 
 
On a side note, the 1949 Washington Heights building has been the icon of the high school for over 
40 years.  Every high school diploma for decades has had a pencil sketch on the inside cover of the 
Washington Heights building.  In addition, samples of yearbooks from 1980, 1990, and 1999 feature 
the Washington Heights building as their high school picture.  Over many decades, the focal point for 
the high school has been the outdoor commons area and the Washington Heights building, both of 
which are being retained, along with upgrading and modernizing the commons area. 
 
The new three-story academic wing on the hill preserves the north side green space, which is used for 
physical education classes and football practice.  The new academic wing also ties together the 
Washington Heights classrooms and Tech Ed building into a strong student learning community and 
significantly reduces travel time between classes.  These qualities were instrumental in deciding to 
build a new academic wing on the bluff. 
 
This has been a brief written history of the journey thus far toward expanding the educational 
opportunities for students, increasing community pride and attractiveness, and providing for many 
generations into the future. 
 
Thank you, 
 
School Board and Dr. Michael Weber 
 
 


