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Greetings Saukville Elementary Students, Parents/
Guardians, and Community Members: 
 

We have just completed an outstanding first quarter here at  
Saukville Elementary School.  Our students are learning and having 
tons of fun.  We have been working hard getting to know our 
students as individual learners.  Our goal is always to meet them 
where they are academically, emotionally and socially and to move 
them forward as the year goes on.  You have been hearing a lot 
about the Common Core Standards this year and you may have  
already noticed some differences in how your child is being  
educated.  Parent/Teacher Conferences are right around the corner, 
so parents please take that opportunity to come in and see how 
much your child has accomplished so far.   For everyone else this 
newsletter should give you an idea of how amazing our students, 
families, and staff are here at SES. I hope you enjoy this issue of 
the Eagle Edition as it highlights some of the great things happening 
here at SES, and as always… GO EAGLES! 
 

Mr. Brakke 

Saukville Elementary 
students were 
“glowing” with Eagle 
Pride during the 
Homecoming Parade 
in Port Washington. 
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Small Group Learning 
 

Over the last four weeks during our small group work, 
one of the first grade teams was busy working on  
improving their reading fluency.  We did this by doing 
‘fast phrases’ where we had to read as many phrases as 
we could in one minute.  We also practiced 
reading poems and did some fall and  
Halloween readings with a partner.  After 
much hard work we decided to perform for 
the Kindergarteners.  They loved it and we 
had a great time showing what fluent  
readers sound like. 

Candy For The Troops! 
 

Way to go Saukville students! This week SES has been bringing in 
some of their  Halloween candy for our troops.  We are sending 
two huge boxes of candy to our troops overseas.  You should be 
very proud of 
your efforts. 

Schlitz Audubon  Center  Field Trip 
 

The first grade classes had an awesome time at 
Schlitz Audubon Center.  Some of the students  
studied a squirrel cash under some beautiful pine 
trees.  Other students stood on the shores of Lake 
Michigan watching the great waves thanks to  
hurricane Sandy.  The first grade attended a class 
at the  center in conjunction with their plant unit. 
They were able to talk with their guides about the 
plants and animals that make  
Wisconsin.  
 

It was a  
wonderful 
trip! 

1st Grade News 
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Musical Notes 
 By Mrs. Smith 

 

Kindergartners have been learning five notes (middle C – G) and they are now using these notes 
as they play parts of songs on keyboards and xylophones.  They are also developing their ear 

training skills as they play a variety of melody and percussion instruments. They are enjoying lots 
of seasonal and holiday songs. 

 

First graders are adding the skill of fingering to their keyboard playing.  This week, they will begin to  
play short melodies with both hands at the same time in octaves.  This is a great brain trainer and takes a lot 
of practice! They are also enjoying a variety of percussion and melody instruments as they sing seasonal 
songs. 
 

Second graders have learned to play some two chord songs on the autoharp and can strum on the beat 
while they sing.  The autoharp serves as an easy introduction to the idea and skill of playing chords as an 
accompaniment. They have also completed a unit on beginning note reading (playing, singing, reading and 
writing notes from C- G) and they will use these reading skills as they move through the year’s units and  
activities. 
 

Third and fourth grade students have learned /reviewed two chords on the ukulele, and played several two 
chord songs, as an extension of their choral accompaniment experience.  It is important to have a wide  
variety of experiences:  this one on a very different fretted instrument. Third graders will soon begin the  
Nutcracker Ballet Unit, in preparation for their trip to the ballet. 
 

Second, third and fourth graders have finished the first part of our year long unit, “Music on the Continents.”  
We have finished the African portion- learning songs from Ghana (western coast), Tanzania (eastern coast), 
Morocco (northern coast), and South Africa.  We have played authentic  African instruments using  African 
layered rhythms, played an African stick game,  and generally tried to immerse ourselves in African culture.  
The next continent experience will begin in January. 
 

Enrichment Groups:  This fall we have played xylophone and percussion ensemble pieces.  We have very 
successfully written our own parts, which have been creative and often quite involved! 
 

Upcoming Dates and Events:  (watch the Tuesday Tidbits for more info) 
 

Fourth graders and also October and November Enrichment Groups (including both 3rd and 4th graders) will 
perform for the Saukville Chamber of Commerce on Wednesday, December 5 before school. 
 

The Nutcracker Ballet- all 3rd graders on December 12. 
 

Third and fourth graders have again been invited to sing at Kapco in Grafton on Saturday, December 15. 
(note the date change from the District Calendar)  We have the opening time slot- 9:00 A.M., as part of the 
Kids to Kids toy collection partnership with the Salvation Army.  This is a great event and we are honored to 
be asked to participate. 
 

Our own SES Winter Sing is on Friday, December 21. 

 
The Eagle Way 

 
We do the right thing 
because it is the right 

thing to do. 

 

Upcoming SES Events 
 

11/14-11/20 – Fall Book Fair   
11/16 – Family Movie Night  6:30pm 
12/14 – Holiday Cookie Sale 
12/21—Winter Sing  9am & 2:15pm 
 

Watch the Tuesday Tidbits for more info. 
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Physical Education News 
   By Mrs. Piontek 
 

We have had such a great kick off to the year!   
 

Pumpkins in the Park:  Thank you to all the families who came out to support our event!  We had a great 
turn out and money helps fund our 4th grade field trip to JCC as well as equipment purchases for PE! 
 

GET ACTIVE GET FIT:  Radio Disney and Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield have partnered to bring the Get 
Active, Get Fit School Challenge to schools.  Saukville’s competing for the chance to win a Radio Disney 
Dance Party at our school!  Beginning October 1, make sure your child is "getting active and getting fit" for 
at least 20 minutes every day for a minimum of 40 of the 55 days (October 1 – November 24). "Getting active 
and getting fit" means doing anything that's active - whether at home or at school - like playing soccer,  
dancing, walking the dog, jumping rope... the possibilities for fun activities are endless!   Mark your sheets and 
don’t forget to turn them in!  Let’s do this! 
 

What are we doing?  We are working so hard in physical education this month on RESPECT!  We are  
modeling and practicing all the different ways we show respect while playing and participating in activity!  
Solving problems using words and solutions like Rock, Paper, Scissor, Icka Bicka, Soda Cracker, or Tea, Cup, 
Saucer, Out!  These are fun easy ways to solve problems and take turns!  Try them at home. 
Other areas we covered in physical education include: 
 

Playground Safety   Fire Safety 
Football      Throwing/Kicking 
Following directions  Taking turns/Problem Solving 
Manipulative Stations  Foursquare Games  
 

Students were very eager to start our NEW unit of GYMNASTICS!  We work very hard to practice the safety 
rules that are given for each of our stations!  Taking turns and being a kind friend and caring classmate are 
also the SAUKVILLE WAY!  Students are doing a great job meeting the challenges of each of our stations.  
Third and fourth grade will have a chance to also CREATE a new challenge for each of our gymnastic stations!     
 

I’M HOT!  We are moving A LOT during our physical education class!  Now with the COLD weather, please 
remember to dress your child in a t-shirt and layers!  This helps keep them comfortable and ACTIVE in class. 
 

TIS THE SEASON:  Our nutrition unit is just around the corner!  Help your child practice good eating habits 
by limiting the amount of SUGAR, SODA, JUICE, and SPORT DRINKS that they have for a week!  WATER is the 
BEST thing we can give our children to help keep them hydrated and happy!  Between Trick or Treat and the 
holidays, remember to limit the “sometimes” foods and offer a lot of the “anytime foods”!  The best remedy for 
all of this is to turn off the TV and limit computer time!   Keep them moving! 
 

Challenges:  Do you challenge your child enough?  Have you ever set a long term goal for your child to 
reach?  These are all good ways to help build responsible young adults.  If you add a challenge to an exercise 
habit, it could be a great learning experience for everyone while building a healthy attitude.  The challenge 
might be as easy as completing our Get Active, Get Fit program or it might be a little harder.   For example, 
timing a run around the block and trying to get a better time.  Or running a half mile 4 times a week. Set a 
goal for you and your family and watch your child’s eyes LIGHT up with success when you reach the goal!  
Give it a try! 
 
Stay Active and Healthy! 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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This year Mrs. Kielisch’s classroom is venturing 
into something new and exciting!  The students 
are creating video blogs!  The students are 
writing a script about what they are doing in 
the classroom and then creating a video to  
inform parents, guardians, and anyone else 
that visits the website!  You can find the blogs 
by visiting Mrs. Kielisch’s district website or by  
going to mrskielischsclassroom.wordpress.com. 
Check it out! 

 Trustworthiness 
 Respect 
 Responsibility 
 Fairness 
 Caring 
 Citizenship 

 

Early Release 
Tuesday, November 20 
Dismissal at 11:50am 
Lunch will be served. 

Busses will run  
accordingly. 

Eagle Edition 

Kindergarten Kapers 
 

The Kindergarten classes had a 
very special visit from the  
Saukville Fire Department.  
Firefighter Gillson and Lt. 
Cottrell, who just happen to be  
Kindergarten parents as well, 
came to teach us about fire 
safety. 
 

The children had a great time 
touring the new fire truck! 

What’s New in Grade 2? 

Second grade is doing some pretty amazing things this year!  
The students are doing a great job with our new math program 
and are learning different ways to think about math.  In science 
we have completed our unit on energy and in social studies we 
are learning about our government! The students have just 
completed their first independent partner project!  They created 

non-fiction books about an  
animal, complete with a table of 
contents, picture captions, and 
even a glossary!  We have been 
very proud of our students so far 
this year, and we still have so 
much left to accomplish!  Great 
job second grade! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



In October, the 3rd Grade visited Riveredge Nature Center to increase students’  
understanding of communities.  We participated in a fabulous program to compare 
and contrast prairie, pond, and forest communities.  This hands-on learning  
experience fits very well with our current unit of study, Ecosystems.  The students 
are learning all about ecosystems, food chains, climate, and plant and animal  
adaptations. 

The Young at Art 
 By Mrs. Leece 
 

I want to share with you how fortunate I 
am to be working with the students here at 
Saukville Elementary. Art is truly a creative endeavor 
for children. I am going to share a quote of Pablo  
Picasso which represents young children’s involvement 
with art. 
 

“ Everyone wants to understand art. Why try and  
understand it? Art is like the song of a bird. To think 
about it too much spoils the magic of art.” 
 

Picasso believed art was MAGICAL. When he drew and 
painted he let his mind wander and his feelings run 
free. That is how children engage themselves in art. It 
is a magical process. 
 

I welcome you to come visit the art room. At times it 
can be very chaotic, but magic is happening. 
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Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 

Thursday, November 15 
3:30-7:30pm 

 

Monday, November 19 
3:30-7:30pm 

 

Tuesday, November 20 
12-4pm 

 

Conferences are by appointment only. If 
you have not signed up, please contact 

your child’s teacher or call the school office. 

3rd Grade News 



News from Guidance and the Psychology Corner  
 By Ms. Brown, Psychology/Guidance 
 

Well we are almost a quarter through the year so far. In guidance classes we have talked about Community 
Safety, Red Ribbon Week, Character Counts Pillars, and most recently relaxation techniques.  I look forward to 
working will all students throughout the building helping them build resiliency and confidence.  
 

As always, stop in, say hi, drop me an email or give me a call with question or just to say hello. 
 

Warmest, 
 

Danielle Brown, Ed.S, NCSP  
School Psychologist  
262-268-5925 
danielle.brown@pwssd.k12.wi.us 
 
Local Supports 

All workshops are free and held at Ozaukee Family Services unless otherwise noted. 

 
Thursday, November 8, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Married? Thinking about marriage? Discover the secrets the experts use to enhance, build and de-stress your relationship.  
Leader: Barbara Bartlein, RN, CICSW, author of “Why Did I Marry You Anyway? Overcoming the Myths That Hinder a Happy Marriage” 

 

Wednesday, November 14, 6:30-8 p.m. 
Understand what teen depression is, recognize signs and symptoms and how it differs from anxiety. Parents will get tips on how to bet-
ter communicate with a teen who has depression and will receive information on treatment options. Leader: Patricia Goeden,RN, MSN, 
PMH-CNP 

Story Time Yoga 
Wednesday, November 28, 6:30-8 p.m. 
Join us for a fun and relaxing evening of reading and yoga. Local youth yoga teacher and published author, Minda Devorkin, will read 
her story “Beau the Bee” and teach a gentle yoga sequence incorporating the story. For children ages 5-10 and their parents. Limited 
childcare will be provided for children who are not in this age group. Please register for childcare when signing up for the class. Partici-
pants are encouraged to wear non-restrictive, comfortable clothing. 
 

Let’s Play to Learn 
Wednesday, 9:30-10:30 a.m. Choose one or both sessions: 
November 28 - Mad About Science 
December 12 - Just Beachy 
Learn ways to stimulate your 3+ year old’s creativity through these hands-on workshops. Childcare will be provided for children who are 
not within this age group. Please register for childcare when signing up for the class.  
Leaders: Melissa Wellenstein and Laura Smith, Parents as Teachers Educators, Ozaukee Family Services 
 

Friends and Fun 
**1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month                          
September 18-December 4, 9:00-10:30 a.m. 
**2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month 
September 25-December 11, 10:00-11:30 a.m 
Join other parents, grandparents and caregivers for fun, information and support while the kids play. Leader: Heather Will, Program 
Coordinator, The Youth and Family Project 
  

© 2012 Ozaukee Family Services 
885 Badger Circle - Grafton, WI 53024 - 262.376.7774 

 

Making Marriage Work 

Recognizing Anxiety and Depression in Teens 
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4th Grade News 

As you walk through the hallways of SES, 
you can’t help but notice the fantastic  
artwork on display designed by our own  
students.  You will also find some of these 
wonderful creations throughout this  
newsletter.  Take a minute to stop by and 
see all the beautiful artwork throughout the 
school.  It’s amazing!! 
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Colin Umhoefer, who won the Fall Festival 
Lunch With Mr. Brakke raffle, was all 
smiles when he invited his buddy Tyler 
Dupies to join them.  The meal of choice… 
Subway subs of course! 

Help Us Get To Madison! 
 

In the spring, the 4th graders will be headed to Madison to see the 
capitol, Geology Museum, and Camp Randall Stadium.  It’s definitely 
a trip they look forward to all year.  One of the highlights of the trip is 
riding on a Bucky Badger double decker bus!!.  To help pay for this 
bus, the 4th graders are asking you to “Bring Us Your Cans”.  Not 
only will you be donating to their fundraising efforts, you’ll be helping 

the environment by recycling.  The cans may be 
dropped off in the 4th grade area.  Don’t forget to 
rinse them out first.  Thanks!! 

Double Thumbs Up!! 



 

10 Ways 
To Help Your Child Have 

A Positive Attitude 

SPA Updates 
 

The Saukville Parent Association has had a very 
busy start to the school year.  We hope you have 
had the opportunity to take part in some of the fun 
and excitement!  We had a great turn-out for the PWHS 
Homecoming parade and our students and families drew 
lots of attention in their fabulous neon hats, singing “Fly 
Eagles” as they walked through the streets.   Fall Festival 
was an awesome evening filled with smiles and laughter as 
our students and families enjoyed great food, a wide vari-
ety of entertaining activities and won terrific prizes.  A  
special thank you to the Fall Festival Coordinators and their 
committee as well as the many wonderful volunteers who 
made the event happen—we appreciate your efforts! 
 

SPA also coordinated a landscaping project to enhance the 
appearance of the front of our building.  Many thanks to 
Mike Gielow for offering his expertise and supplies for this 
project and to the group of hard working parents and  
children who came out to help get the job done.  It looks 
great already and will be even better when the flowers 
start to bloom next spring. 
 

Of course, SPA has also been working on our annual  
fundraising efforts.  We started the year strong with a very 
successful Entertainment Book sale with profits over 
$1,200.  We also held a Dairy Queen night where the 
group received a portion of the proceeds from all sales in 
the restaurant and drive thru.  Not only is this a great way 
to raise funds, it’s also a nice opportunity to socialize with 
other school families—and who doesn’t love to see our  
favorite mascot, Baldy?!  This week, we are wrapping up 
the Spirit Cup and Mixed Bag Design sales.  Thank you to 
all who participate in these efforts.  SPA is very proud of 
the financial support we are able to provide to the students 
and staff at SES and we couldn’t do it without the  
cooperation of our amazing parents/guardians. 
 

Upcoming events include the Scholastic Book Fair—don’t 
miss this opportunity to get some Christmas shopping 
done, Family Movie Night, the Fab Friday Cookie Sale and 
as always, our monthly business meetings, held on the 
second Wednesday of each month.  We hope you’ll join us! 
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1. Give frequent hugs and words of praise.  
Urge your child to take pride in efforts as 
well as achievements. 

2. Encourage optimism in every situation.  
Help your child see mistakes as opportuni-
ties to learn, and obstacles as exciting chal-
lenges. 

3. Make sure your child knows you are always 
available to talk.  Ask about school every 
day and listen with your full attention. 

4. Teach your child healthy ways to manage 
stress.  Talking to a trusted friend, playing 
with a pet, reading or enjoying a hobby are 
just a few options. 

5. Help your child appreciate life's pleasures.  
Go to fun events together, play games and 
watch funny movies.  Enjoy each other and 
laugh as much as possible. 

6. Prompt your child to brighten the lives of 
others by doing such things as making sur-
prise gifts for friends or volunteering in the 
community. 

7. Ensure that your child eats a balanced diet 
with plenty of whole grains and fresh fruits 
and vegetables. 

8. Emphasize the value of exercise and rest.  
Physical activity relieves stress, boosts en-
ergy and is a natural high.  Adequate sleep 
prepares your child for each new day. 

9. Urge your child to seek out upbeat friends.  
They’ll have an impact on your child’s out-
look. 

10. Do your best to stay positive and model the 
attitude you want your child to have.   

 

Positive Promotions 


