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Greetings Saukville Elementary Students, Parents and  
      Community Members: 
 

I hope you enjoy this issue of the Eagle Edition as it highlights some of the great 
things happening at Saukville Elementary School.  We have just completed an 
outstanding second quarter and our students are learning and having tons of fun.  
We had a great turn out last week for our Student Showcase, in spite of the 
weather. Our Showcase is always a wonderful opportunity for us to share all the 
amazing things our students have been doing in some of our specialty areas like 
music, art, and physical education.  For those of you who could not attend we 
started off the evening with a performance from our fourth grade chorus  
students who have been working hard every morning with Mrs. Smith during 
Small Group Learning time.  Mrs. Leece had a Mini Art Show displayed in the 
cafeteria and had projects for families to work on in the art room, and as always 
Mrs. Piontek had the students “cutting a rug” in the gym as they demonstrated 
all the dances they have been learning.  The whole building was buzzing with 
activities.   
 

The Showcase highlighted some of the great results we are seeing from our  
enrichment opportunities during Small Group Learning time.  Be sure to ask your 
child what they are doing during this time.  The staff is getting very creative and 
expanding the learning opportunities for our students.  For example students in 
Mrs. Voeller’s Technology Class have been learning many different ways to  
communicate information.  They have learned about how to create Word  
documents, PowerPoints, and charts in Excel.  They also have been introduced to 
Prezi, Wordle, and Google Docs.  Along the way, they have improved their ability 
to seek out help using Internet Tutorials and how to follow written directions  
independently.  It is truly amazing to see our students learning on so many  
levels. 
 

In the upcoming weeks, we have Parent/Teacher conferences scheduled.  Our 
staff is very excited to discuss your child’s education and to show how far they 
have come during the first semester.  I am also available if you would like stop 
by and discuss anything with me, or just let your teacher know if you would like 
me to join your conference.  I hope to see everyone at conferences, but for some 
reason you are unable to attend, this newsletter will give you an idea of how 
amazing our students and staff are at SES, and as always… GO EAGLES! 
 

Mr. Brakke 
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The Young at Art 
 By Mrs. Leece 
 

I am seeing more and more  
students communicate their ideas and 
feelings in art.  The time students 
spend in art class gives them an  
opportunity to create a visual statement in their 
own way.  What I have come to realize is that art 
is not an isolated subject.  It influences all aspects 
of daily living and our daily living most certainly 
influences our creations.  As I work with young 
children I want to support creative ways of  
engaging the world and to allow students to  
discover their own way.  Recently one little boy 
told me he was having an ART ATTACK====== 
                                  he loves it so much. 

Musical Notes 
 By Mrs. Smith 

 

As January began, second, third and fourth 
grade students returned to our “Music On 

The Continents Unit”, traveling to Europe to 
study music written by some big names: Haydn, 

Beethoven, Handel and Bach. We have been playing the 
major theme melodies on the keyboard. 
 

Kindergarteners and first graders will begin working on 
Valentine and President’s Day Songs, while adding some 
tone chimes and boom-wackers (tuned plastic pipes) for 
extra fun! 
 

Make sure to come to the music room on Showcase/
Open House evening. This is a great time to watch and 
listen to your child play some of the instruments that 
they regularly practice in class. Second, third and fourth 
graders will play a few lines of “Ode to Joy” (Beethoven) 
on the keyboard and “Old Abe Lincoln” on the autoharp 
and/or ukulele.  Kindergartners will play “Twinkle,  
Twinkle Little Star” on the keyboard and xylophone. First 
graders will play it with two hands, in octaves,  
demonstrating their new fingering skills. A family  
audience is a great motivator! 
 

Fourth Grade Chorus has been practicing hard and, 
along with my January Enrichment Group, performed at 
our Student Showcase. 

 

Upcoming SES Events 
 

3/28—Cupcake Sale 
4/12 – High Interest Day  
4/26 – Storybook Theatre 
 

Watch the Tuesday Tidbits for more info. 

Mini Art Show 

We know the weather was not very cooperative for our  
Student Showcase and many of you were not able to attend 
because of it.  So we thought we would bring the Mini Art 
Show to you.  The talent and creativity of our students is 
always amazing!! 
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The Eagle Way 

 
We do the right thing 
because it is the right 

thing to do. 

 

Physical Education News 
   By Mrs. Piontek 
 
Attention Parents:   
 

Help your child stay comfortable during gym days.  We are highly active during our physical education classes!  
To keep your child working at their best potential, help dress in layers so that they can play in a t-shirt.  Also, 
belts help us to do our best without hanging onto our trousers!  It’s that time of year to check and see if GYM 
shoes still fit!   
 

Sleep: 
 

Are you sure your child is getting enough sleep? Sleep is your body's way to recover.  Most kids between the 
ages of 5 and 12 years old are somewhere in between needing 10 to 11 hours of sleep. Some kids might need 
more and some need less.  Work on developing routines at night that help get your child ready for a good 
night’s sleep. 
 

Units Covered:   
 

Last quarter, we had a blast participating in gymnastics, floor hockey cooperative games and our Nutrition 
Unit!  One area that shocked me was how much my students knew about eating healthy!  Now we have to 
give the chance to follow through.  Always have accessible fruits and vegetables!  This should be the snack 
that students eat almost every day.  WE as a nation eat too many SNACK foods EVERYDAY instead of using 
them as a SOMETIMES food.  Help develop healthy habits by having fruits and vegetables ready to eat and 
limiting chips, cookies, and crackers to sometimes. 
 

What’s Up Ahead:   
 

Fitness Testing:  Students are tested in 5 areas: curl-up, push-up, sit and reach, trunk lift, and pacer test.  
All students have their height and weight taken as part of our FitnessGram fitness test.   
Net Games and Volleyball Skills:  Students work on throwing and kicking and learn and practice some vol-
leyball skills. Younger students use balloon balls and foam balls to practice skills!   
Dance:  Part of our February SHOWCASE is our Dance Unit.  Students will get to come into the gym to show 
you some of our fun dances! 
Basketball:  Students will work on shooting and dribbling skills and learn some game skills!  This is a great 
unit to practice our listening and following directions too!  We practice this A LOT! 
Jump Rope For HEART:  This year, things were NEW and EXCITING for our Jump Event!  We held it all day 



 

SPA Updates 
 

It’s hard to believe we are more than half way through this school year.  Although we’ve done many 
great things already, we have many fabulous SPA activities to look forward to! 
 

First, we need to highlight a few things that we’ve accomplished so far this year.  Fundraising has been very 
successful!  Thank you to all who have participated and helped us to raise over $10,000!  Our funds go to 
support a wide variety of programs, activities and purchases to support our school.  This year, we have pur-
chased document cameras to be used with the SMART Boards, landscaped the front of our building and en-
hanced the level book room with $3,000 in new books that fit into the new Common Core Standards.  We 
have also provided field trip bus subsidies to all of the classes and will fund two major events this spring, 
High Interest Day and Storybook Theatre.  We were also recently able to “purchase” three Kindle Fire HD de-
vices for student use through our McDonald’s receipt program.  These will be excellent tools to encourage our 
students to read and were essentially free!  Please continue to save your McDonalds receipts along with Box 
Tops, Campbell’s Soup labels, and Coke product bottle caps.  Another important accomplishment is our new 
bulletin board outside the cafeteria.  If you haven’t already, please stop by and check it out for all things SPA 
related! 
 

In the next few months, we have so many exciting things coming up.  This Friday, don’t miss Donuts with 
Dad where our students share breakfast with Dads and other significant people in their lives.  Our annual 
cupcake sale will also be here before you know it—start searching Pinterest and your other favorite sources 
for those cute decorating ideas before Thursday, March 28.  We have changed the date for the ever popular 
High Interest Day, which will be Friday, April 12 this year.  Please consider sharing a special skill or talent 
with our students that day—watch the Tidbits for more information.  We are also close to kicking off Story-
book Theatre—it even has its own Facebook page this year (SES Storybook Theatre).  This is a wonderful 
opportunity for our students to be involved in a fun stage production; come to the informational meeting on 
Monday, February 18th at 6pm at school for more details. 
 

Lastly, a special thank you to all of our amazing volunteers who continue to work hard to make incredible 
things happen for our students.  The number of hours that go into planning, organizing and carrying out all 
of these events is remarkable and we appreciate their dedication to SPA! 
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Stay informed by logging on to our  
district website at  

 

www.pwssd.k12.wi.us 
For all the district information. 

 

There's lots of valuable info so be sure to add 
this to your favorites. 

 Trustworthiness 
 Respect 
 Responsibility 
 Fairness 
 Caring 
 Citizenship 

 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 

Tuesday, February 26 
3:30-7:30pm 

 

Thursday, March 7 
12:00-7:30pm 

 

Conferences are by appointment only.  

4th Grade News 
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              Electromagnets 
 

The fourth grade is currently  
working on an electricity unit for 
science.  Students have learned 
about static electricity, series  
circuits, and parallel circuits.  
Students have also learned 
about conductors, insulators, 
and electrical safety.  Our latest focus has been on electromagnets.  This type of 
magnet requires coiling a wire around a nail and hooking up a complete circuit to 
a battery, which in turn generates a magnetic field.  Students tested their  
electromagnets on different materials to see if they would be attracted to the 
magnetic field.  Students also worked with electric bells that had coiled wires, 
which created a ringing sound once the bell was hooked up to wires and a  
battery resulting in a complete circuit.  

2nd Grade is “Showing Off”! 
 

On March 14, 2nd graders will be going to the First Stage 
Theater in Milwaukee for the play Pinkalicious. The story is 
about a little girl who LOVES the color pink.  She quickly 
learns that it is possible to have too much of a good thing.  
Not only do the 2nd graders get to go see a fantastic show 
but their trip will be funded by a grant!  Ms. Kraetz applied 
for a grant back in August 
through Target Field Trips 
and she found out in  
January that it was 
awarded to Saukville for 
this trip.  Second graders 
and their teachers are 
looking forward to this 
very exciting adventure to 
see a wonderful show!  
           Thank you Target! 



Third Grade Addition World Series 
 

Third grade held their first math World Series. Mr. Brakke served as 
the official umpire for the game and Mrs. Voeller’s class was the host. 
The Math Monsters edged out the Blue Gushers by a score of 3-2.  
Everyone enjoyed some great treats, a rousing rendition of “Take Me 

Out to the Ballgame,” and  
participated in “The Wave!” 
We are looking forward to the 
Subtraction World Series next.  
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3rd Grade News 

Simple Machines 
 

Third Grade has been busy “Thinking 
Like Scientists”.  Students have been 
watching demonstrations and doing  
experiments to see how Newton’s Laws 
of Motion impact their everyday 
life.  Science, math, and reading have 
been integrated as read, observe, study, and analyze 
the world around us and what makes it move.  A third 
grader was even able to use a lever to lift Ms. Bares!! 
We’ve also been busy learning multiplication with 
hands-on activities. 

******************** 



News from Guidance and the Psychology Corner  
 By Ms. Brown, Psychology/Guidance 
 

In guidance classes we have just finished our Community Safety Units including what to do if lost, stranger 
safety, gun safety and touching safety. We are now moving into our Empathy Unit.  These lessons focus on 
emotion recognition. They will teach the students how to recognize different emotions in others by looking for 
clues.  Examples of clues are wrinkled eye brows =angry; eyebrows up=happy, head and shoulders 
down=sad…etc.  These lessons will help our children be better friends and classmates. Each month we also talk 
about a Character Pillar of the month.  In November we covered Citizenship, December was Caring, January 
was Responsibility and now this month we are discussing Trustworthiness. Please ask your child about the les-
sons he/she learns in guidance and help reinforce these in all settings.  It was great to see everyone at the SES 
student showcase. Know that parents are welcome anytime.  The Family Enrichment Center in Grafton also  
provides great opportunities and resources for students.  
 

Here is a listing of informative classes for parents at the Family Enrichment Center. 

Friends and Fun 
*1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month February 5-May 21, 9:00-10:30 a.m. 
*2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month February 12-May 14, 10:00-11:30 a.m  
Join other parents, grandparents and caregivers for fun, information and support while 
the kids play. Leader: Heather Will, Program Coordinator, The Youth and Family Project 
 

Spirited Child  
Wednesdays, February 20-March 13, 6:30-8 p.m.  
For parents of children who are more intense, persistent, resistant to change, or just more spirited than 
most. Learn positive ways to work with your child’s spirit and personality. $25 fee for book and class  
materials. 
Limited childcare available, please register when you sign up for the class. 
Leader: Kathy Bergmann, Parents as Teachers Educator, Ozaukee Family Services 
 

Be Part of Your Child's Virtual World 
Monday, February 25, 6:30 - 8 p.m.  
Learn about the different technologies and social networking sites kids are using today. Discuss the positive 
and negative consequences of using Facebook. Privacy issues and parents’ rights to know will be addressed. 
Leader: Ricky Spenner, Prevention Specialist, Ozaukee Family Services 
 

Off to a Great Start 
Wednesdays, February 27-March 20, 9:30-11:00 a.m. 
For parents of children birth to 5 years. 
Learn why a nurturing approach to parenting works best and how to change old habits when dealing with 
your kids. Limited childcare available, please register for childcare when signing up for the class. 
Leader: Kathy Bergmann, Parent Educator, Ozaukee Family Services. 
 

Snack Attack 
Tuesday, March 12, 4:15-5:15 p.m. 
Come join us for a fun-filled, healthy, hands on snack experience. Learn some great recipes that you can 
make with your grade school aged children!  
**Please note: This class will be held at the Feith Family YMCA (465 Northwoods Rd., Port Washington.) 
Limited childcare available for children not yet school age, register for childcare when you sign-up 
for the class. **Families who attend will receive a free 1-week trial membership to the YMCA. 
 

Spring is right around the corner. Hope everyone had a restful winter and is looking forward to playing  
outside soon! 
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Attendance: 
A Key to your Student’s  

Success 

Research shows that attendance is the 
single most important factor in school 
success.  Here’s how you can improve 
your child's school attendance 
• Talk with your child about why it’s  
 important to attendance school  
 regularly. 
• Avoid scheduling family trips or  
 doctor/dentist appointment during 
 school hours. 
• Make sure your child stays healthy by 

eating nutritious food and getting 
enough sleep and exercise. 

• Don’t accept excuses for why your child 
“must” miss or be late for school. 

• Discuss with your child what  
 happened at school each day. 
• Lead by example.  If children see  
 parents taking off work for no real 
 reason, they may expect to be able 
 to  do the same thing. 
 

A child who misses a day of school 
misses a day of learning. 

 

Source: The Parent Institute 

1st Grade News 
 

The first grade visited the Humane Society in January to 
learn about how to be responsible with animals.  We learned 
to read an animal’s mood by looking at its ears, eyes and 
tail.  We all agreed that it was a great field trip and wished 
we could have taken some animals home with us. 

Jump Rope For Heart 
 

This year students in grades 1-4 raised over 
$4,300 for the American Heart Association and had 
a “jumping” good time doing it.  Way to go SES!! 
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Comprehension Strategies you may hear about that 
your child's teacher could be using: 

How can we encourage this through modeling and  
discussion? 
  

Metacognition=Being aware of your thinking. When I read this part, I was thinking... 

Prior Knowledge=Using what is already known to  
understand something new. Use knowledge to make  
predictions and understand what is read before reading,
(using pictures and title) during reading,  and after  
reading. 

I think the book will be about... 
I think I know what will happen next... 
I bet the characters will... 

Making Connections=Relating what is read to prior ex-
periences in order to enhance understanding of self, text, 
and life. 

How can you connect what you read… 
to your own life? (text-to-self) 
to other books (text-to-text) 
to events in world (text-to-world) 

Questioning=Asking questions before, during, and after 
reading gets the reader to attend more closely to the text 
and the author's intentions. 

Before-What do you think will happen? 
During-I wonder why?   How come...? 
After-What would have happened if...? 

Inferring=Using what you know and what is written to 
"read between the lines" beyond what is literally stated. 

Figure out what it really means from the clues in the 
text. Show me the clues that support what you are 
thinking? 

Sensory Imaging=Using the senses to help imagine 
what they might smell, hear, see, taste or feel as they read 
and get deeper into the text. 

Visualize-I imagined that it looked like... 
Other sensory images-I can imagine hearing,  
smelling, tasting, feeling... 

Summarize=Identify the key elements and condense 
important information into own words during and after 
reading to solidify meaning. Prioritizing by identifying the 
main idea and themes. 

This book is about...(include main characters, the set-
ting, the problem, and solution) 
The message the author is trying to tell me is... 
The most important ideas are... 

Synthesize= This involves using all the comprehension 
strategies to take a book and personalize it. The reader 
merges new information from the text with current  
understandings to create original ideas and insights related 
to the text. 

"Aha" experiences (new insights), predict a sequel,  
create a poem or play, invent, redesign, thinking is re-
fined and new ideas are inspired! 

Reading Info 
  By Mrs. Kurten 
 

Reading is much more than reading the words and getting from the beginning of the book to 
the end. To be successful readers, children need to be able to comprehend text. Research 
shows that the following strategies will help children gain more understanding from what they 
are reading:  
 

Simple Ways to Teach Comprehension Strategies at Home  
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Kindergarten Kapers 
 
“We're 100 Days Smarter!” 
 

Kindergarten celebrated the 100th day of school 
by making necklaces with, you guessed it, 100 
fruit loops on it.  They also practiced their math 
by making 10 piles with 10 items in each.  What 
a fun way to learn multiplication! 

Donuts With Dad 


