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Greetings Saukville Elementary Students, Parents/Guardians, and Community Members: 
 

I hope you enjoy this issue of the Eagle Edition as it highlights some of the great things happening at 
Saukville Elementary School.  We have completed an outstanding second quarter and our students are  
learning and having tons of fun.  I would also like to take this opportunity to brag a little about our students. 
 

As you may remember last year SES participated in the Badger Exam which replaced the WKCE as our state 
assessment.  Well, SES has been recognized by the Wisconsin Department of Instruction as a High Achieving 
School based on our scores in English Language Arts and Mathematics.  Only 20 Elementary or Middle 
Schools reached this status in the state of Wisconsin.  To qualify as “High Achieving”, a school needed to 
meet all Annual Measurable Objectives for achievement, have achievement gaps that are less than 3 points 
between student groups, and show high achievement at the school level.  We will be receiving a plaque in 
Madison on March 14.  This year Wisconsin will be replacing the Badger Exam with the Forward Exam which 
we will be taking in spring.     
 

We are just finishing Parent/Teacher Conferences and our staff was very excited to discuss your child’s  
education and to show how far he/she has come during the first semester.  It was wonderful to see so many 
families at conferences, but if for some reason you are unable to attend this newsletter should give you an 
idea of how amazing our students and staff are at SES. 
 

    And as always… GO EAGLES! 
 

Mr. Brakke 

 Trustworthiness 
 Respect 
 Responsibility 
 Fairness 
 Caring 
 Citizenship 
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The Eagle Way 

 
We do the right thing 
because it is the right 

thing to do. 

1st Grade News 

We have been having a lot of fun and working very 
hard in first grade!  We have been learning all about 
families and what makes our family special and unique.  
We made a classroom family quilt, like the patchwork 
quilt we read about!  Each quilt square shows how each 
of our families are different and so special to us!   
 

We have also been working hard in the new year on 
setting goals for ourselves in our classroom.  We have 
set lots of great goals for ourselves, and are working 
hard to achieve them every day!   
 

During reading, we have been learning about how to 
understand and remember the stories we read. We 
have learned how to retell a story and have also 
learned about making connections. These connections 
help us focus on the story and help us understand the 
story better.  We read The Snowy Day and made some 
great connections from the book to our lives.  We then 
made some fun snow globes to tell about those  
connections!   
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Eagle Art News 
 By Mrs. Grover 
 

It has been a very busy but creative first semester in the Art room!!   
 

The third and fourth grade students are just finishing up their SES Eagle drawings… be 
sure to look for your students’ eagle drawing in the yearbook!  First and second grade are finishing up 
some wonderful clay pieces and Kindergarten is creating pieces inspired by the author/artist Eric Carle. 
 

In December the owner of Gallery 224, Jane Suddendorf, stopped by SES to look at the students’  
artwork.  Mrs. Suddendorf was so impressed by the artwork created by our students that she asked to 
hang some of the pieces at the gallery!  The artwork was in the show “Improvisations” Jan. 15-Feb. 6.  I 
hope you all got a chance to see it!  The show had an opening on a Friday evening where the student  
artists were introduced right along with the working artist.  It was a fantastic evening and a great  
opportunity for the students. 

 

 
 
 
 



4th Grade News 
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Kindergarten Kapers 
 

Wow, how our Kindergartners have changed!  Not only have they grown taller, smarter and made new friends, 
but they also look much older.  About 100 years old!!  To celebrate the 100th day of school, we asked the  
children to come dressed up as if they were 100 years old.  The children and teachers had a groovy time  
seeing these wonderful costumes, canes, and even walkers. 
 

Some of the other events we had within those 100 days was gingerbread house making, taking a trip on the 
Polar Express, Valentine’s Day party, and so much more. 
 

We are so proud of our Kindergartners!  They have changed so much in just 100 days! We can’t wait to see 
how much they change by the end of the year! 
 

Happy Spring!! 
 

Engineering Activity 
 

The fourth grade worked on an engineering problem solving activity a few 
weeks ago. The class was divided up into groups of three or four and had 

to work collaboratively to design a 
tower that could support the weight 
of a 3-4 oz. stuffed animal. The 
tower had to be a minimum of 6 
inches tall. Students were also only 
given 3X5 cards, and 12 inches of 
tape for materials in order to meet 
the specifications. The problem  
solving and designing was top 
notch! Mr. Brakke came in to test the structural integrity of each  
tower, which was a lot of fun for the students. Great job fourth  
graders! 
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Physical Education News 
   By Mrs. Piontek 
 

Jump Rope for Heart!:  Students were sure excited about the new DOGS this year!  
For a $5 donation, students could receive their first dog!  With a $20 donation, students received a second 
dog!  With an ONLINE donation, students were able to receive a DOG too!  And with $85 online, students 
could receive a fourth dog!  There were also other dogs and prizes students were able to earn for different 
levels of donations!  Our event was held on Wednesday, February 17 and we raised over $5,400.  Thank you 
to all the volunteers who came to help. 
 

FUTP60:  We were awarded another grant for $1000 for participating in FUTP60.  That money will be once 
again used for food tastings, healthy snacks, and equipment needs to help keep us active!  Don’t forget to 
play every day for 60 minutes!  
 
Health/Home Fitness:  We are just finishing up with one of our bigger health units on Nutrition and a 
Healthy Food Plate!  Some of the areas we talk about include healthy eating choices, balancing food with  
activity, and how sugar can be a problem.  We are also sending home a Home Fitness Activity so students 
can track their 60 minutes of play every day! 
 

Shoes:  Many students are forgetting to bring their tennis shoes back to school or they have shoes that are 
too small, have broken laces, or just don’t velcro close anymore. Take the time during conferences to check 
out your child’s shoes.  It is important to have safe gym shoes that are tight on their feet and have good 
support so that your child can do their best each class!   Also with the snow and wet, please always have an 
extra pair of socks in their back pack! 
 

Gym Attire:  Many students complain of being too warm during physical education class.  We talk often 
about dressing in layers so that they are able to play in a t-shirt if they are hot.  Help students dress for 
physical education days!   
 

                     Stay Active and Healthy! 

3rd Grade News 
Mrs. Piontek took the 3rd grade to the Ozaukee Skate Center 
for a Physical Education field trip.  A great time was had by 
all!!  It was so exciting to see the 3rd graders trying a new 
skill or polishing up an existing one.  So many of our  
students showed perseverance, patience, and helpfulness.  
The music was pumping, the ice was cool, and the fun was 
contagious.  Thanks Mrs. Piontek! 
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News from Guidance and the Psychology Corner  
 By Ms. Brown, Psychology/Guidance 
 
In guidance class, we have covered our personal safety curriculum and have moved into our Emotion  
Management Unit. All grade levels are learning to recognize strong emotions and different strategies to use 
when feeling strong emotions. The steps we are learning include: 1.) Use your “STOP” signal 2.) Name your 
feeling 3.) Calm Down.  We role play and practice ways of calming, deep breathing, counting and positive self-
talk. As always, talk to your child about these skills and practice at home.  
 

Here is what is happening in Ozaukee County to support our Families 
 

At the Family Enrichment Center in Grafton 
Middle School Girls Group 

Weekly on Wednesdays, March 2-April 27, 6-7pm. (Except March 30.) 
Girls Group is intended for middle school girls (11-14) who may be struggling with low self-esteem, social problems, 
having difficulty with emotions, problems at home, school or other issues. Members are screened by OFS counselors 
prior to the start of the group. Call or email Sara or Melissa for more information, (262)376-7774. FREE 

 
Let’s Play to Learn 
Thursday, March 3: Ooey Gooey Icky Sticky 10:00-11:00am 
Tuesday, April 19: Funky Junk 10:00-11:00am 
Learn ways to stimulate your 2 -4 year olds’ creativity through parent/child hands-on workshops. Facilitated by PAT 
Parent Educators. 

 
Love and Logic Mini Sessions 
Monday, March 7th: Young Children (0-5) 6:00-7:00pm 
Monday, April 4th: Adolescents (6-12) 6:00-7:00pm 
Monday, May 2nd: Teens (13-18) 6:00-7:00pm 
Each Love and Logic Mini Session will focus on how to apply this nationally credited parenting program to a specific 
age group: young children, adolescents, and teens. A basic overview of Love and Logic Parenting Skills will precede 
exercises and interactive discussion questions led by participants. No prior Love and Logic knowledge required.  
Facilitator: Sara McManus, Parent Educator. 

 
Fostering Resiliency in Our Children 
Tuesday, March 8, 6:30-8:00pm. 
For parents of children 8-18, an interactive class to help identify behaviors, build communication skills, enhance your 
child’s ability to be flexible and show empathy to others. Learn to reduce conflict in parenting. Facilitated by Susie  
Miller, MS, LPC-IT, SAC-IT 

 
Pajama Playtime! 
Saturday, March 19, 9:30am 
A fun weekend version of our playgroup for parents who work full-time and are looking for play groups that meet on 
Saturday.  Come in your jammies, enjoy books, toys and activity stations. All parents are welcome. Space is limited, 
please call by Friday March 11. Facilitated by PAT Parent Educators. 

 
Brain Games for Babies 
Babies 0-18m: Tuesday, April 5th 10:00-11:00am 
Toddlers 18-36m: Tuesday, May 17th 10:00-11:00am 
Early Childhood experiences play a dramatic role in determining how a child’s brain is wired. Learn fun games to  
optimize your child’s social-emotional, physical, and cognitive development in this hands-on parent and child together 
workshop. Facilitated by PAT Parent Educators. 
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Guidance con’t 
 
Raising Your Spirited Child 
Wednesdays, April 13-27th 6:30-8:00pm 
For parents of children who are more intense, persistent, resistant to change or generally spirited than most. In 
this 3-week course learn positive ways to work with your child’s spirit and temperament. Facilitator: Kathy  
Bergmann, Parent Educator. 
 
Developing Pre-Writing Skills in Young Children 
Monday, April 25th 6:00-7:30pm 
Learn about the development of grasping patterns in young children aged 2-5 and activities to foster the all-
important tripod grasp. Discover what the best types of writing tools are for young children. Learn about the  
developmental sequence of pre-writing lines and shapes that precede letter production and how to teach them to 
young children. Learn about fun activities to do with your child on a daily basis to promote pre-writing skills  
without even using a pencil! Facilitated by Kelly Jones, OT. 
 
Lost in Cyberspace: Effective Parenting in a Digital World 
Thursday, May 26th 6:30-8:00pm 
Today’s youth are the first generation to be born and raised in a fully technological world. As parents, keeping up 
with the latest social media trends and culture can be mystifying and overwhelming. What are the risks and  
benefits of today’s cyber world? What’s fact and what’s myth and how do we tell the difference? Learn how to set 
reasonable and effective boundaries while teaching your child the tools they need to use the internet wisely.  
Explore the pros and cons of digital and face to face communication. Join us as we explore these issues and  
discuss your questions and concerns. Facilitator: Nanci Schiman, MSW, CAPSW, Counseling and Parent Education. 

Note-Worthy” News from Music 
 By Mrs. Berchem 
 

The music room has been buzzing with singing, instrument playing, and creative movement during second  
quarter! Kudos goes out to all of our awesome SES students, for a fantastic job with our winter programs,  
‘Around the World, In December’! Students also enjoyed a debut performance by our very own SES Staff choir, in 
a flash-mob version of Home for the Holidays, during the morning program! 
 

*The 3rd and 4th graders have been learning and reviewing the lines and spaces of the treble clef staff, and 
learning to count rhythms. We’re continuing to utilize our SMART Music reading program, in preparation for our 
upcoming 4th grade recorder unit, and 3rd grade ukulele unit. Both grades have also been learning about the  
history of African American spirituals, secret code songs, and the Underground Railroad. 
 

On Tuesday, February 16, 4th graders had the exciting opportunity to participate in African Drumming & Dance 
workshops in the morning followed by an all school assembly in the afternoon where they were able to showoff 
the skills and songs they had learned.   
 

*1st and 2nd graders have been learning about the Instrument families, and 
various Instruments of the Orchestra. They’ve enjoyed our ‘centers’ days, 
which reinforced both common and uncommon instrument facts, sounds 
and pictures. 
 

*Kindergarten has been singing, continuing to work on steady beat, solfege 
patterns, and creatively moving. They are also learning basic rhythm  
patterns by sight, which helps to enhance their reading skills! 
 

Stay connected- be sure to check out our SES Music Website (go to SES 
Homepage, click on Staff, then on Mrs. Berchem’s name, then click the webpage link!)   We also have a Facebook 
page- SES Music- Become a fan and ‘like’ our page!  
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Donuts 
With 
Dad 

2016 



 

Upcoming SES Events 
 

3/18 – Cupcake Sale   
4/22 – Storybook Theatre 
5/2-5/6 – Spring Book Fair 
5/6—Muffins With Mom 
5/13—High Interest Day 
5/25—Walk, Bike, Rollerblade 
5/27—Volunteer Celebration  
 

Watch the Tuesday Tidbits for more info. 

2nd Grade News 
 
 
Can you believe the school year is 

more than half over?!  Well SPA has been very busy 
this school year as usual.   
 

We just finished our biggest fundraiser of the 
school year, Winter Wonderland!  Thank you to all 
who participated in the fun night and especially to 
all who volunteered to make the night a success!  
These events cannot happen without parent  
volunteers to help run them.  It takes a lot of work 
to make an event this big run.   
 

We have our other big event coming up, High  
Interest Day, on May 13 so keep that date in mind.  
We will need volunteers to teach classes to the kids 
and volunteers to help run the event.  Planning will 
begin soon to keep an eye out in the Tidbits.   
Remember much of the money raised this school 
year is going to help update some of the  
playground equipment.   
 

Lastly we have will have 2 positions open on the 
Executive Board for next school year, Vice President 
and Treasurer.  If interested please contact Kara 
Stasik stasikkara@att.net 
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Second graders are poets 
And they didn’t even know it! 

 

We are working on writing poems that rhyme 
Creating great poems has been such a great time! 

 

Acrostic, free verse, diamante, we’ve done them all 
Expressing our feelings has been such a ball! 

 

We’ve written about sharks, cats, and dogs. 
Dinosaurs, dragons, and even frogs. 

 

Writing poems is a really fun task. 
If you want to learn, second graders are the kids to ask! 


