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Greetings Saukville Elementary Students, Parents and  
      Community Members: 
 

Welcome to the last Eagle Edition of the 2014-2015 school year.  It has 
gone fast but it has been an outstanding school year at SES.  I want to start 
by thanking the Saukville Parent Association (SPA) for all they have done to 
support our efforts.  Their work has gone a long way in helping us keep  
current with our instructional technology as well as literacy resources for 
students.   
  
I would also like to once again thank all of you parents/guardians for  
allowing us to work with your children.  I really feel we have a special place 
here at SES and that we are just a reflection of our great families and the 
community as a whole.  Because of everyone’s support we have been able 
to provide our students with an outstanding educational environment.  In 
fact Saukville Elementary was recently recognized by the Wisconsin RtI  
Center for our work.  You can read the article they wrote about us at http://
www.wisconsinrticenter.org/botnav/enewsletter-signup/rti-e-news-may-
2015.html   
  
Lastly, I want to wish our retirees, Mrs. Barber, Mrs. Smith, and Mr. Hinz a 
happy and fulfilling life after SES.  We will be losing many years of  
experience and service to the district.  You are all wonderful people and you 
have touched the lives of many students and families.  You will all be  
greatly missed but never forgotten.   
         And as always…   GO EAGLES! 
 
Mr. Brakke 

 Trustworthiness 
 Respect 
 Responsibility 
 Fairness 
 Caring 
 Citizenship 

Stay informed this summer by 
logging on to our district  

website at  
 

www.pwssd.k12.wi.us 
For all the district information. 

 

There's lots of valuable info so be sure to add 
this to your favorites. 
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4th Grade News 
 

Weather Day 
 
On April 23 the entire fourth grade made a trip to Miller Park for Weather 
Day. Students learned about different aspects of weather and how that 
weather pertains to Wisconsin. Following a brief introduction from TMJ4’s 
weather team, students were able to participate in experiments and explore 
the ball park. The day concluded with the Brewers playing the Cincinnati 
Reds. It was a great day! 

3rd Grade News 
 

Multiplication World Series 
 

Third grade held their annual Multiplication World Series! All the 
third graders did a fantastic job learning their multiplication facts 
and competing in our weekly Math Baseball challenges. In the 
end, Team Logan had the best record. Team Elyse and Epic  
Mathematics tied, so we used total runs scored to decide who 
would go to the World Series. Epic Mathematics won the tie-
breaker!  Team Logan ended up winning the final contest, but 

EVERYONE was a winner as 
we enjoyed our delicious 
banana splits served up by Mrs. Barnes’s class. Thank you to our 
great hosts and congratulations to all for doing such an awesome 
job learning your facts! 

************************************************ 



Pirates!  The Musical 
 

It was another excellent year for Storybook Theatre at SES!  The actresses and  
actors did an amazing job being pirates. It is always wonderful seeing our students  
on stage glowing with pride and singing their hearts out.  Many weeks of the students practicing and the  
fantastic Tanya and Rob Haswell leading it all, ended in an amazing final show!  A huge thank you from SES to 
the Haswells!!  
 

There are so many parents that help pull the whole thing together from the volunteers at practice to the ones 
who help set-up and take down the stage, and all the other areas parents came to help with… the musical 
could not have been as successful without you, many thanks!  It is so great to be a part of the SES community, 
amazing students, and parents! 
 

I would like to thank the students who helped create the set and a special thanks to Bobbie Gibeaut, a mom of 
some SES pirates, who helped me so much with the set design, which I think turned out perfect.  It is  
always fun watching the kids before the big performances, you can feel how excited and nervous they are, you 
can almost see the butterflies going crazy in there stomachs.  It was such a wonderful energy in the “waiting 
hall” filled with the Pirates in full costume and make-up about to perform in front of the most important people 
in their lives.  There were giggles, silliness, and much anticipation.  Once the curtains lifted the show went on 
and it was GREAT!! 

Eagle Art 
 By Mrs. Grover 
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Muffins With Mom 
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Kindergarten Kapers 
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The Kindergarten hallway got TRASHED! The kindergarten teachers  
surprised the students by filling their hallway with garbage for Earth Day on 
April 22. The students helped to collect and sort the items in the classroom 
as part of a lesson to learn about reducing, reusing, and recycling trash. 
Kindergarteners also learned other easy ways for them to help the  
environment at home. 
 

In May the students who have been participating in Gill’s Reading  
Challenge, were surprised with a visit from Gill himself from the Chinooks 
baseball team. Gill presented our 2nd base winners with their poster for 
reading 10 minutes every night at home. Two more weeks to go till the 
home run prize… a ticket to a game!!! Keep up the super reading! 
 

Lastly, kindergarten took a field trip to Bookworm Gardens in Sheboygan. 
The gardens are always full of surprises 
for our students to find. We learned 
about some new authors, listened to a 
few good books, and saw the exciting 
things beginning to grow there! What a  
wonderful trip! 



 
The Eagle Way 

 
We do the right thing 
because it is the right 

thing to do. 
Page 7 

Eagle Edition 

Musical Notes 
 By Mrs. Smith 

 

Kindergarten students have begun working on the songs that we are performing at our  
Kindergarten Celebration Program.  This takes considerable class time, but the experience of 
standing on the stage and performing is a valuable one.  From announcing, to playing an  
instrument, to holding a picture card, we try to make sure every student has some small, but  

special part.  We are taking an occasional break from our practicing to review our keyboard skills and on  
May 1, we danced the Maypole Dance. 
 

First, second, and third graders have been working on songs on the keyboards and then expanding/enriching 
them to include circle turns on tone chimes, xylophones, bass bars, chime bars, autoharps (2nd, 3rd graders), 
and ukuleles (3rd graders).  Students have gotten quite good at playing melodies with their right hands and 
adding chords with their left hands.  
 

Fourth graders are finishing their recorder playing unit, progressing through their lesson sheets.  This is an 
individual unit and allows students to move along quickly, combining their note reading skills with new  
fingering patterns.  Students who finished early have borrowed alto and tenor recorders and are working  
independently and in small groups. 
 

First/second grade enrichment students have been writing their own songs.  Second graders are notating 
them on the staff and first graders are writing note names next to their lyrics.  We have also done lots of  
instrument playing and improvising.  The ability to improvise is both a skill and an art and takes time to  
develop.  It is fun to watch the students create patterns and begin to listen to other parts of the ensemble so 
they can fit their ideas into the group’s effort. 
 

We have again been invited to perform The Star Spangled Banner at Kapco Park (Concordia University,  
Mequon) for the Lakeshore Chinooks game on Tuesday, June 2.  We will include 2nd, 3rd and 4th graders in 
this volunteer event.  More information will be forthcoming. 
 

It is important for students to have a variety of group and individual singing and playing experiences and to 
be engaged in activities that require hands-on use of skills.  It is always rewarding to see our students using 
both their learned skills and music theory knowledge as they approach new learning projects.  Our SES music 
program uses keyboards as a basic instrument because current music education research continues to sup-
port keyboard playing as the crucial basis for total understanding of musical patterns and theory.  The evi-
dence continues to mount that quality keyboard instruction also helps the brain develop connections  
essential for comprehension of math, science, and spatial-temporal (proportional reasoning) skills.   
 

We have worked hard all year to develop our abilities and further our understandings of basic musical  
elements. I have also related geography and history whenever possible, so that students begin to understand 
the context of a song they are learning.  Our students are very good at weaving information together from 
different subjects and experiences.  This helps develop the rich background and healthy curiosity that they 
will need as they continue to learn and grow.   



News from Guidance and the  
    Psychology Corner  
     By Ms. Brown, Psychology/Guidance 
 

We have covered a lot of ground since our last newsletter. In guidance classes we have covered a full unit 
on Emotion Management. These lessons included discussions about what emotions “feel” like in our  
bodies (tight stomach, headaches etc). We discussed 3 different strategies that students can use when 
they recognize strong emotions. The strategies we learned are 1) Belly Breathing, 2) Counting, and 3) 
Positive Self Talk. All of the classes K5 to 4th grade did role plays, watched videos, and listened to songs 
around these topics. Please ask you child about the strategies he/she learned to use when managing 
strong emotions.  
 

We also covered our relaxation unit. This unit also spans K5 to 4th 
grade. We use guided relaxation scripts that help our students use 
mental imagery to relax their muscles and think positive thoughts. Our 
older students have been practicing this with me for five years in a 
row and are becoming really skilled at recognizing stress in their  
bodies and then being able use strategies to relax. 

 
 
 
Our 3rd grade class was also lucky enough to be visited by Gill 
the Chinook during one of our Guidance classes. Gill gave out 
posters to students that had met their reading goals. What a 
great surprise! Great job 3rd graders and thanks to Mrs.  
Zalewski for helping us set and reach our reading goals! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ozaukee County Family Services 
 

Parent & Child Play Group, Birth-5 years 
Join us for a Parent-Child Playgroup on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month! 

May 12 & 26, June 9 & 23, 9:30-10:30a.m. 
Engage and interact using books and activity stations. Come when you can! 

For more information contact Maribeth (262-376-7774) 
 

Family Enrichment Center resources 
The center offers many resources in one location. Families can access Big Brother Big Sisters, financial 
support organizations as well as counseling or evaluation assistance. Below is a few links to help families 
get connected.  
http://www.bbbsoz.org/  
http://www.ozaukeefec.org/  
http://www.copeservices.org/ 
http://www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/297/Economic-Support  

As always stop down by the guidance room and say hi. Have a safe and wonderful summer!  

Eagle Edition 
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1st Grade News 
 

 

Shalom Wildlife Sanctuary 
 

The first Grade had an AWESOME time on their field trip to 
Shalom Wildlife Sanctuary! Upon finishing their animal  
reports, as a part of their Life Science unit, the students had 
the opportunity to see some of their animals up-close and  
personal! The new additions to Shalom are spectacular! The 
brown bears Lewis and Clark and the huge mountain lion  
Barabbas were so impressive! Ben and Kate were in love with 
the baby squirrels being raised at Shalom. If you have not 
visited Shalom check them out on Facebook or at shalomwild-
life.com.    
 

Earth Day 
 

First Grade celebrated Earth Day by cleaning up the nature 
center behind school.  They not only found three bags of 
trash but they also retrieved one of Mr. Landing’s snow fence 
poles and as an added surprise they found three golf balls for 
Mr. Brakke! 
 

West Bend Children’s Theatre 
 

First grade had a great time at the Silver Lining Arts Center 
earlier this month. The West Bend Children’s Theatre  
entertained us with their rendition of The Brothers Grimm 
Sleeping  Beauty. The name of the play was Enchanted  
Sleeping Beauty. Although the overall story line was very  
similar, the students had a great time watching for differences between the two.  
     What a wonderful experience!   

Eagle Edition 
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2nd Grade News 
 

Second grade is “digging” into our fossil and dinosaur unit!  The students 
are really enjoying this unit and bring in so much background knowledge 
to the topic.  We have created our own fossils, became paleontologists, 
and even gone digging for fossils.  We will also be learning the different 
characteristics of the different dinosaurs that are now extinct.   
 

Second grade has also begun their annual ABC countdown to the school 
year.  Each day has a different activity planned that 
goes along with the letter of the day.  We have  
enjoyed various activities – from making airplanes, 
eating ice cream, playing our favorite games, and 
gum day!  We look forward to the activities that are 
yet to come! 



 

Physical Education News 
   By Mrs. Piontek 
 

4th Grade: Is getting ready for their trip to JCC!  We can’t wait to for all the fun things that we get to do!   
Archery, Climbing Tower, Rowing, Ropes Course, GeoCaching, GaGa game, Frisbee Golf, Adventure Playground/
Team Building Activity. 
 

2nd Grade Field Trip:  We love to go out and into the community for our field trips! Second graders especially 
loved an afternoon of swimming and playing at our local YMCA!  This is a great introduction to our summer time 
activities!  I have to say, everyone left the YMCA very tired!  Swimming lessons are a good summer activity!  
Please think about signing up for lessons. 
 

What did we do?  We just finished our fitness testing for students in first through fourth grade!  Students did a 
fantastic job!  Students were tested in curl-ups, push-ups, flexibility, and endurance!   
Other areas we covered in physical education include: 

4 square       Baseball 
Kickball       Throwing/Catching 
Following directions   Taking turns/Problem Solving 
Manipulative Stations   Dollar Days 
Team work/Cooperation  Health/Personal Hygiene  

 

Field Day:  Field day is set for JUNE 3!  I am looking for parent helpers to run stations!  If you can come and 
run a fun game, please let me know! 
 

Summer is Here:  Lots of information is coming out for summer programs. Elementary school children need to 
be exposed to a lot of different activities!  Try to look at our local YMCA or recreation department for activities 
that they would enjoy!  Family bike rides and walks are also a must!  The more you move the better!  Everyday 
every body needs 60 minutes of exercise and play!   
 

Stay Active and Healthy! 
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You’re Amazing! 
 

Thank you to all of our dedicated parents 
and volunteers for the time, talent, and 
countless hours you donated to help the students 
and staff at SES.  With your incredible support, we 
have once again had a wonderful school year.    

You are truly the best! 

 End of Year Checklist 
 
All outstanding fees must be paid. 
 
Meds have been picked up in office. 
 
All library/classroom books have been 
returned. 
 
Lost and found has been checked for 
items. 

Thank You!! 
 

We would like to take this  
opportunity to thank our outgoing SPA President 
Jennifer Mrozek for her dedication to our Parent  
Association.  We truly appreciate all you have done 
and your leadership will not be forgotten.  


