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“Every single day, every 

moment of the day, every 

child is better off because 

of his/her interactions with 

every staff member.” 

- Dr. Michael Weber 
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We have a special place here! 

Great Start to the School Year! 
What a great start to the school year for our students and families!  I have heard a lot 

of positive comments from parents and community members as I attend community 

events.  Thank you for everything you do to help and support our students and your 

involvement in our two communities.  I look forward to continued wonderful success 

throughout this 2016-17 school year. 

October Mobile Offices 
I enjoyed my September mobile offices talking with you and many students.  There is a 

very positive culture and atmosphere throughout all of our buildings because of your 

strong commitment to helping students learn and encouraging them to treat each other 

with respect.  The mobile offices for October from 10:00-11:30 a.m. are as follows: 

 Thursday, October 6th Lincoln Elementary School 

 Thursday, October 13th   Thomas Jefferson Middle School 

 Wednesday, October 19th  Port Washington High School 

 Thursday, October 20th  Saukville Elementary School 

 Thursday, October 27th Dunwiddie Elementary School 
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New Staff 

We would like to extend a warm 

welcome to the following recently-

hired staff members: 

Ronda Haasch 
Food Service Utility Worker 

Thomas Jefferson Middle School 

Michelle McNaughton 
Food Service Utility Worker 

Port Washington High School 

Vacancies 

Interviews have been completed 

for our District Hardware 

Technician position, and we  are 

very close to filling that vacancy 

with a highly-qualified candidate.   

Saukville Elementary School is 

seeking a long-term substitute art 

teacher.  We are also in need of 

part-time cleaning custodians. 

Finally, we continue to have a 

need for substitute teachers and 

substitute paraprofessionals at all 

grade levels.   

If you know someone who may 

be interested in applying for  one 

of our current vacancies, please 

refer them to the employment 

page of our district website. 

School Board Update 
In addition to the construction project and the usual School Board business, Board 

members are involved in an extensive planning process with a consultant from 

Heller Consulting, Inc.  The Board and administrators have had one three-hour 

session, and another session is scheduled for November.  Prior to working with 

James Heller, the Board had three planning sessions on their own this summer, 

which included the development of the leadership priorities, a superintendent 

feedback system, and established a framework for the planning process.  Thus far, 

the Board has tentatively developed four focus areas.  They include:  

 Promote our success; market better 

 Improve support staff professional development 

 Develop more focused and varied metrics for student success 

 Further develop our mental health initiative 

During the Board planning sessions, the “Quick Note” concept emerged.  Quick 

notes are intended to be direct, to the point, and read in 30 seconds.  In addition to 

the Board’s weekly bulletin from the Superintendent’s Office, the Board now 

receives periodic “quick notes.”  Oftentimes, as Board members interact with the 

community, they will be asked questions about something that occurred in the 

school district that may not be covered in the weekly bulletins or occurs between 

bulletins.  Therefore, Board members have asked to be updated on major topics/

issues shortly after they occur.  Thus, the quick note. 

I would like to expand this idea.  Therefore, you will occasionally receive a quick 

note from me related to important information, rather than waiting for a 

Superintendent Update or some other awareness type of communication. 

Also, the Board is working on revising and adding several policies.  They include: 

 Revised Policies 3121 and 4121 (Background Checks) 

 Revised Policy 5531 (Student Assistance Programs) 

 Replacement Policy 5350 (Suicide Prevention, Intervention, and Postvention) 

 New Policy and Administrative Guideline 5410.03 (Student Retention) 

 New Policy 8370 (Use of Electronic Signatures) 

 Revised ByLaw 0140 (School Board Legal Status – Membership) 

The Board is making good progress on selling the District’s 54 acre vacant property 

as outlined in this Week’s Ozaukee Press. 

Front Row (left to right): Brian Stevens, Brenda Fritsch, Carey Gremminger, Kelly O’Connell-Perket 

Back  Row (left to right): Sara McCutcheon, Marchell Longstaff, Michelle Shinners, Brian McCutcheon 



Referendum 

Tax Impact 

The bid results came in 

within the referendum 

amount, with a $1.6 million 

contingency to be used for 

the duration of the project. 

During the School Board 

budget hearing in June, it 

was determined that the 

referendum tax levy 

amount is projected to be 

as planned, with the overall 

school budget tax levy 

increase less that 1% at 

0.47%, and the mil rate is 

estimated to drop slightly 

from $10.50 to $10.39. 

Top: Port Washington High School       Bottom: Dunwiddie Elementary School                                                    Partial Renderings 

Construction Update 
 

Thank you to everyone at the High School and Dunwiddie Elementary School for 

your flexibility, patience, and planning as the construction projects got into full 

swing this summer.   

Dunwiddie is still projected to be completed by the end of December.  

The High School three-story new academic wing is progressing very well, with the 

projected completion date for the beginning of the 2017-18 school year.  Classes 

will then be moved into the new wing, and the demolition of the oldest parts of the 

building will begin.   

The overall project, with the exception of a few punch list items, is scheduled to be 

finished for the 2019-20 school year.  We continue to be on schedule and on 

budget with a strong contingency.  If you go to our website and click on Live 

Construction Camera, you will be able to see the beginning stages of the three 

pods to the academic wing and the completed firewall.    

 



Superintendent’s Office 

262-268-6005 

Please feel free to contact my 
office if you have  questions or 
would like additional information 
on topics listed in this newsletter. 

Dr. Michael  Weber 
Superintendent  of Schools 
Michael.Weber@pwssd.k12.wi.us 
 
Heidi Belohlav 
Admin. Asst. to the Superintendent 
Heidi.Belohlav@pwssd.k12.wi.us 

Homecoming Activities 
Homecoming is just around the corner!  Our homecoming events have become a community activity.  Children are already 

beginning to talk about and look forward to the parade and the tailgate party.  Thank you to Diana Pasten, Emily O’Brien, 

Kris Hess, the parent group, the Student Council, and everyone who will be adding to the success of our homecoming 

events.  Below is a summary of the events from Diana Pasten and the Student Council.  I hope to see all of our K-12 

students get involved with homecoming as they have in the past.  We will again be featuring Character Counts recipients in 

the homecoming parade. 

Character Counts 10th Anniversary Celebration 
Please check your calendars for Monday, October 17th beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the Port Washington W. J. Niederkorn 

Library for the 10th Annual Character Counts Celebration.  This marks the tenth year of the development of strong character 

in our students throughout the communities of Port Washington, Saukville and the School District.  Attached is an invitation 

to the event.  You will note this is an informal social gathering with a short program at 6:30 p.m.  In addition, appetizers will 

be provided by Clark and his food service staff, and Laura Grech will again be making her very popular cake pops.  If you 

know of any middle school or high school students who would like to assist with the event, please ask them to contact Chad 

Brakke at Saukville Elementary School or Heidi. 

Character Counts Mental Health Initiative 
Our Character Counts Mental Health initiative continues to expand and make a difference in the lives of many of our 

students.  There are 42 members on our mental health committee representing the school district, Port Washington, and 

Saukville.  As part of the committee, we have some wonderful caring and  thoughtful staff members and two youth who have 

been committing their time and energy to make a difference in people’s lives.  We invite other staff member to join us.  We 

meet once a month for 75 minutes and develop action items to assist our students.  If you are interested, please contact 

Heidi or feel free to attend our next meeting on Monday, October 3rd from 3:45-5:00 p.m. at the District Office. 

 

 

We educate all children to reach their greatest potential. 



 
                         Homecoming 2016: 

 “Neon Nights” 
Friday, October 7th – Sunday, October 9th  

Class Downtown Window Decorating 
Time TBD by Class Advisor 

Sunday, October 9th  
Girls’ Powder Puff Game: 12:00 PM @ PWHS 

Monday, October 10th 
Spirit Points Dress Up Day: “Character DAy ” 

Boys JV (5:00 PM) & Varsity (7:00 PM) Soccer @ Home 

 
Tuesday, October 11th  

Spirit Points Dress Up Day: “Holiday Day ” 
Girls JV & Varsity Swimming (6:00 PM) @ Home 

 

Wednesday, October 12th 
Spirit Points Dress Up Day: “Wisconsin Day” 

 

Thursday, October 13th  

Spirit Points Dress Up Day: “Neon Day” 
Homecoming Court/King & Queen Announcement: @ Girls’ Varsity Volleyball game 
Spirit Night: Hypnotist Daniel James (after volleyball game) @ PWHS Auditorium 

Boys JV Football (4:30) @ Home 
Girls JV & Varsity (6:00 PM) Swimming @ Home 

Girls Freshman & JV (5:00 PM) & Varsity Volleyball (6:30 PM) @ Home 
 - Varsity Dance Team – Following Set #1 

                       - Homecoming Court Announcement – Following Set #2  

Friday, October 14th    
Spirit Points Dress Up Day: “Green & White Day” 

Pep Assembly: 1:45 PM 
Parade: 4:00 PM 

Classes march for spirit points 
Tailgate following the parade in PWHS Courtyard 

Varsity Football vs. Nicolet– 7:00 PM @ HOME 
Girls Varsity Dance Team – Half-time 

Homecoming Court Announced  - Half-time 

Saturday, October 15th  
Boys JV (11:45 AM) & Varsity (10:35 AM) Cross Country @ Tendick Park 
Girls JV (11:10 AM) & Varsity (10:00 AM) Cross Country @ Tendick Park 

 

Homecoming Dance: “Neon Nights” 8:00 PM – 11:00 PM - High School Gym 



 
You are Invited! 

 
 

 
 
 

 

CHARACTER COUNTS!  
10 Year Celebration 
Monday, October 17, 2016 

6:00-7:30 pm 
 

W.J. Niederkorn Library 
Port Washington 

 
 

 
6:00 pm    Social and Refreshments/Hors d’oeuvres 
6:30 pm 10th Anniversary Recognition Program 

• Welcome address and Character Counts mental health video 

• Recognition of Outstanding Character Counts recipients 

• Signing of the Resolution by the City of Port Washington,      
The Village of Saukville, and the Port Washington-Saukville 
School District 

 
 

Everyone is welcome (adults/teens/children). No RSVP necessary. Just show up at any time. 


