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Port Washington High School Building Project Information 
 The upgrading of the Washington Heights building, which includes new 

ceilings, HVAC, and lighting was completed prior to the start of school this 
fall. 

 The three story academic wing is on schedule (see pictures).  Floors, ceilings 
and roofs are being constructed and is schedule to be complete for the 
2017-18 school year. 

 The demolition and construction of the central part of the building will 
begin in June of 2017. 

 The entire project is projected to be completed by the fall of 2019. 
 

 

 



2016 Testing Results for PWHS 

In August the results for Advanced Placement testing were published for school 
across the nation.  Port Washington High School provides Advanced Placement 
classes in 13 different content areas. Students have the opportunity to earn 
college credit by taking advanced placement tests in May and scoring at least a 3 
on a 5 point scale.  For the first time ever, students averaged above a 3 in all 
Advanced Placement testing areas.  Furthermore, 86% of our students scored a 3 
or better on the exams.  Port Washington High School also had a record 58 AP 
Scholars along with our first time having 2 National AP Scholars.  

 

 

In August we also received the ACT results for the Class of 2016.  This is the first 

class to have results for the entire graduating class.  The Senior Class scored a 

composite of 21.7.  The state average is 20.2.  PWHS ranks in the top 15 % of all 

schools in the state of Wisconsin for the ACT assessment. 

 

Port Pride 2016 

PORT PRIDE PLEDGE 

 I will be alcohol and drug free 
 I will participate in at least one activity 

 I will have no failing grades 
 I will have no office referrals 

 I will have no missing assignments 
 I will volunteer at least 15 hours per semester of community service 



 

 

The third year for the Port Pride program kicked off at the beginning of the school 
year with an assembly to promote the purpose for Port Pride.  Students received 
their Port Pride t-shirt and made the commitment for the school year to Port 
Pride.  The students listened to the advice from Bus Driver Charlie Brown and 
NCAA Inspiration Award recipient Jason Church.  We had over 600 students make 
the commitment to Port Pride this year.  

 

Students recognized WWII prisoner of War Joe Demler during the Assembly 



 

Jason Church and Joe Demler 

Best Buddies Club 

 
The Best Buddy club at PWHS is gearing up for the 2016-17 school year.  Many 
members participated in Trick or Treat for the Hungry on Halloween.  This week, 
the club members will be selling Puppy Chow to raise funds for activities and send 
officers to the annual leadership conference in July.  During Homecoming the 
students got together for some dinner and dancing.  Thank you to our student 
leaders and advisors Karla Klein and Erin Jodie! 
 

 



 
Homeroom News 

 

 
 

New this year at PWHS are Homerooms.  Each staff member has a group of 10-13 
students from all grade levels.  The purpose for homeroom is to build a stronger 
culture across our school, provide greater support for students and time for 
discussion on topics such as career planning, goal setting and the importance of 
character in all aspects of life.   
 
For the first quarter, we had a selfie challenge for all homerooms.  Click on the 
link below to view the video for the selfie challege.  

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muFnC8CqmNw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muFnC8CqmNw


 
Leadership Development at PWHS 

 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=et9rPwJcnw0 

This fall, a group of students from the PWHS United for youth group attended a 
workshop on leadership and making a difference in our school and community by 
Mike Smith (Check out the video link above).  Stay tuned for many exciting 
projects from this group!  Last year this group organized the talent show, trivia 
night, movie night and Feed My Starving Children. 
 

AODA Community Coalition 
The community wide AODA (Alcohol and other drugs) had our first 
meeting this fall and have many exciting ideas to help support teens 
and parents in our community. 
Updates: 

 LEAD at PWHS-Led the Red Ribbon Activities last week 
                -Ribbons on every locker for students that made the 
commitment to Port Pride 

 Character Counts Subcommittee on Mental Health-Dr. Weber and 
Duane Woelfel talked about the great things happening with this 
committee to support students faced with mental health concerns 

 Spring Student/Parent Program 
o The group is planning with the help of Ted Nietzke a 

program for Spring 
o Know the Risks is a two part presentations that was put 

together jointly with law enforcement and EMT's. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=et9rPwJcnw0


PWHS Yearbook News 
Yearbook Committee - The POWAHISCAN 
Co-Advisors: Kelly Hadacek, Megan Jacoby 

 
The Port Washington High School Yearbook Committee is losing storage space 
due to demo and new construction next summer. We have many unclaimed/extra 
yearbooks for purchase, years 1992-2013 at $10 each!  
 
We also have limited copies of years: 
1962        1971-73 
1965        1978-83 
1967        1985-91 
1969 
 
Also, if you had previously ordered a yearbook and never picked it up, we have a 
purchase list that dates back to 1994. We would be happy to check it for you! 
 
Current students who would like to purchase a yearbook from recent years (2014-
present) may do so in the high school office before/after school or during lunch. 
Recent yearbooks are priced at $45 each, and students may bring their receipts to 
Mrs. Jacoby for pick up. 
 
To order the current year (2017), follow this link and place your order for $45! 
The POWAHISCAN - 2017  
 
If you are interested in making a purchase or have further inquiries, please 
contact Mrs. Jacoby through the following: 
Email: megan.jacoby@pwssd.k12.wi.us 
Phone:  262-268-5572 

 
 

https://yearbookforever.com/
mailto:megan.jacoby@pwssd.k12.wi.us


 
Physics News 

The AP Physics class performed a lab that required students to find the distance 
an air powered rocket could fly.  Students started by finding the blast off speed of 
the rockets.  To do this they fired the rockets straight up into the air, hopefully 
moved out of the way and then found the total flight time.  The students then had 
to work with various motion equations to derive a single equation that could be 
used to determine the distance the rockets could fly at the assigned launch angle.  
The students then tested their answers by trying to make a field goal on the 
football field.  The blast off speed was about 60 miles per hour and the longest 
field goal made was 80 yards.   

Lukas Burke is shown launching his rocket. 

 
 

Kapco Challenge 
 

 



You would have been of some of our PWHS students last night and their 
presentations for the Kapco challenge. In total, in less than a month all three 
groups raised over $12,000 for their causes and also shared many stories of 
bravery and heroism of our first responders. What an amazing one month 
experience for our students.  We will find out the results of the challenge on 
November 16th.   
 
PWHS Group Causes:  
  
Life packs for homeless-Our students are using the money to put together packs 
of new socks, gloves, hats, food, water bottles and blankets and deliver to the 
homeless.  As of last night, they have enough for 240 life packs. 
 
Chemo Ducks-Our students did some research on childhood cancer patients and 
the use of a stuffed animal to help patients feel more comfortable with the 
chemotherapy process.  This group has raised over $5,000 to supply hospitals 
with the ducks.  They have already made one trip to Children's Hospital and met 
with some families. 
 
 Mental Health Support for Children in PWSSD-In a meeting with Comprehensive 
Counseling earlier this year we discussed the number of students in  our district 
that would benefit from counseling services and not not able to afford the 
services.  This group has raised almost $3,000 to establish a fund for these 
families.  A screening process has been set up for families to qualify for the funds. 
 
 
Thank you to Kapco and Sara Grover for providing this opportunity!   Thank you to 
all of those that supported their projects. Thank you also to Mark Bichler and 
LeeAnn Wellenstein for your guidance. 
 
One of the major goals for this challenge was to make a difference in the lives of 
others.  Making a difference with our causes and also putting a positive message 
out to the public about the youth in our communities! 
 

 
 

 



Key Club News 
 

October was a busy month for Key Club Members. A visit from this year's Relay 
For Life Co-Chair, Ina Wenzler, offered many volunteer  opportunities including 
throwing candy out at the upcoming  local Christmas parades and plans for a 
Homeroom Competition to raise money for the American Cancer Society. 
 
We also donated fruit and visited St. Ben's Community Meal site to help prepare 
and serve a meal to over 400 people in need. Always a memorable and humbling 
experience, we enjoyed offering smiles and giving time where it's valued so much. 
 
 Our monthly Day of Service was spent at Upper Lake Park treasuring friendship 
and sunshine, while picking up trash.   Competing for the biggest, grossest, and 
most pieces of trash added to the fun. 
 
We also got our Pirate Partners program into full swing in October. Only in its 
second year, a strong connection has been rooted between Key Club and SES, and 
we are bigger and better. With 20 matches made thus far, our committed and 
compassionate team of "Bigs" has already bonded with their "Littles". Boundless 
energy and echoes of giggles surround those that walk the halls every Wednesday 
afternoon! 

 
Relay for Life 



 
 

 
 

 
Pirate Partners 

 

 



 

 

Science News 

Port Washington High School is pleased to introduce the first part of their 
aquaculture lab, an Aquaneering e-rack (pictured below).  Science department 
members, Jeff Callies and Sean O’Brien, submitted a student centered research 
proposal with the help of Dr. Pickart from Concordia University. The duo was 
fortunate to have their plan selected from many competitive proposals from 
throughout the country.  As Jeff Callies explained, “The e-rack will allow the 
students to study, design, and run experiments that focus on Zebrafish, a fish that 
is often used in medical research due to its similarity with the human genome.”  
The department plans to use the e-rack across the science curriculum with 
emphasis on AP Environmental Science, the Biomedical Science series, and 
Chemistry among others.  Students will monitor water quality, water chemistry, 
and design their own experiments and research with guidance from Dr. Pickart.  
The science department looks forward to increasing their Aquaculture 
opportunities for their students as we transition to the new academic wing in 
2017. 
 

 
Students, Julia Greisch and Lauren Kirst, monitor the water quality of the e-rack. 



 

Spanish News - las noticias 
 

 
Students in Spanish Class 

 

Spanish Club will again be volunteering at the Annual Holiday Folk Fair at State 
Fair Park.  This year’s theme is “Celebrate the Culture of Water”.  This is one of 
the chances that our students have to get out into the greater community.  Our 
students get to experience different cultures through music, art and the variety of 
information and activity stands available.  Did we mention that many cultural 
groups also offer an enormous menu of ethnic foods?  All of this paired with an 
opportunity to volunteer makes this an attractive event for our students!  This 
year our students will be teaching Spanish to younger students, helping with 
game playing and participating in a cooking and storytelling activity, in which 
students will be “gathering ingredients” to make a bean soup! 
.  

   

          

Holiday Folk Fair 

 
 



Tech Ed News 
 

 

The technology and Engineering Department has added two new classes to our 
course selection handbook for the 2016-2017 school year.   Port Washington high 
school students will have the opportunity to experience many different aspects of 
these two exciting career pathways.  Student’s interest in the area of welding has 
increased to the point where we had to expand our offerings to add a welding 2 
course.  Students will fine tune their skills in MIG welding, fabrication and 
blueprint reading, along with the addition of TIG welding.  This course opens up 
opportunities for students to earn MATC credit in their welding program while 
taking the classes at the high school.  Furthermore students interested in working 
in the field of small engines and mechanics are able to sign up for small engines 
and have begun working on new Kohler engines to teach them the basics of 
mechanics.   
 

Along with adding new classes we are excited to incorporate a new club at PWHS. 
 Skills USA provides students the opportunity to develop a skill set in an area they 
are interested in.  This program allows students to compete against students in 
the area, across the state, and potential throughout the country at the Skills USA 
national event.  We are excited to provide students the opportunity to show off 
their skill set.  If you would like more information, please contact Mr. Havlik at 
nick.havlik@pwssd.k12.wi.us 

 

The robotics team has had its first informational meeting November 3rd during 
resource.  Students and coaches discussed the season goals, team captains, and 
meeting dates and times.  Our first official practice will be held early December. 
Students interested in joining can contact Mr. Volke or Mr. Last.  Students who 
attended the meeting will receive an email with the exact time and location of the 
first meeting. 

mailto:nick.havlik@pwssd.k12.wi.us


    

    

The Tech Ed department had their first manufacturing alliance meeting of the 
year at Kapco this week.  The meeting included 35 owners of manufacturing 
companies in our community.  Our teachers talked about their programs and 
ways they have and are willing to work with companies to make manufacturing 
stronger in our area.  The meeting also features current and former students 
sharing how their classes have made a very positive impact on their jobs and/or 
college classes.  Kudos to our Tech Ed department and John Higgins youth 
apprenticeship program. 
 

 
 



 

 
 

  PWHS VETERANS DAY PROGRAM NOVEMBER 11, 2016 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 


