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Port Washington High School Important Dates- 2015-16 
 May 3rd-Aspire Testing-Only 9th and 10th Grade Students 

 May 10-Pirate Parent Group Meeting-6:30 PM 

 May 11-Senior Parent Graduation Meeting-6PM 

 May 12-Band Pops Concert 

 May 16-Senior Parent Graduation Meeting-11:30 AM 

 May 19-Choir Pops Concert 

 May 25-Grad Grams due 

 May 27-Pandemonium 

 May 31-June 2-Finals 

 June 3-Graduation Practice 

 June 5-Graduation 
 

Port Washington High School Building Project Information 
Construction has begun for the academic wing!  They started in April building the 
wall for the three story structure.  Once the wall is set, the structure is set to 
begin construction in mid May. 
 

 



 

Draft Timeline: 

 Demolition of Core area will be completed in October 2017 

 The Core addition (Gym/Music Rooms/Cafeteria/Offices) will be completed 
in January 2019 

 Locker room spaces will begin demolition and construction in March of 
2017 and be completed by August of 2017. 

 The auditorium will begin renovation on May of 2018 and completed in 
October of 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2016 ACT News 

 
On March 1st, all of our 11th grade students took the ACT test.  This is the second 

year for the statewide assessment.  Last year our 11th grade students scored a 

composite 21.4.  This year our 11th grade students had a slight increase of 21.7.  

The state average for the ACT was 20.0 in 2015.  Congratulations to all students 

and staff! 

 

Business Department News 

 
Students taking courses in the Business Department are busy applying curriculum 
to real word experiences in a variety of courses.   
DECA – This year we had ten student compete at the state competition!  That was 
the most ever for PWHS.  We had all 10 student medal at the state level and had 
numerous finalists.  Congratulations to Kenny Zacher, Zach Noegel, Jared Bruttig, 
Sarah Spaeth, Ellie Yandry, Cordy Larsen, Alexa Longstaff, Simone Wittlinger, 
Olivia Biskobing, and Courtney Luib for competing.   

 
International DECA – We have four students who qualified to compete at 
Nationals in Nashville!  Sarah Spaeth, Cordy Larsen, Ellie Yandry, and Courtney 
Luib all qualified to compete at the highest level.  We are hoping to bring home 
some more medals from Nashville.  Good Luck to all! 



 
 
MR. PHS!  The Fourth Annual Mr. PHS was held on Wednesday, April 6th.  This 
year’s event was a success with the new Mr. PHS being Rigaletto Lopez.  Finishing 
second and third were:  Wil Schanen and Michael Ortiz.  This year’s People’s 
Choice award went to Tyler Beach.  It was a great night for local charities with 
over $450 going to Feed My Starving Children and Suicide Prevention.  
Congratulations to the competitors! 

 

 

Main Street Philanthropy- 15 business students have been dedicated to learning 
about Philanthropy and various local charities. These students have been meeting 
every Thursday during resource time for 12 weeks. Not only have they been 
learning about local charities, they have been analyzing the financial statements 
of these charities, and creating fundraising ideas to help support charities of their 
choice. COPE, Honor Flight, and Feed My Starving Children are three charities that 
will receive monetary donations through the efforts of this group of students. 
Alderman, Bill Driscoll, along with the Main Street Philanthropy organization 
helped the students raise $2,500 to be split among the three charities! 

 



Growth Mindset/Pirate Way 

 
During this school year, we have had several discussions with students, staff and 
parents about the importance of having a growth mindset for success in school 
and life.  We know that having a growth mindset leads to greater success than 
having a fixed mindset.  Growth mindset focuses on the process instead of the 
result.  Growth mindset helps our students to understand how to use constructive 
criticism, set goals and persevere through challenging tasks.  We will continue this 
focus into next school year. 
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United For Youth 

United for Youth is planned several events for second semester.  Our goal as a 
group is to make things happen in our school and community that make it a 
better place to live for everyone.  Thank you to the students that helped to 
organize the events and also to the students that participated in the events. 

Feed My Starving Children program-  The community group raised $25,000 and 
supplied a work force to pack all of the meals for the children.  PWHS raised over 
2,000 to help make this possible.  The money was raised during lunch time, Mr. 
PHS, Talent show, and the Business philanthropy group.  Thank you to everyone 
that helped make this possible and Lizzie Karrels for your student leadership! 
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Trivia Night-Amanda Kaiser and Caitlin Dreier organized  the second PWHS trivia 
night contest on March 11th.  Mrs. Sabinash’s group of sophomore boys were 
crowned the 2016 winners.  It was a very fun event that we hope to continue to 
expand next school year! 

 

Talent Show-In April, we had a fantastic talent show at PWHS.  This United for 
youth event was organized by Mrs. Lafluer and Ryan Liebergen.  We had two 
hours of amazing entertainment which included singing, dancing, forensics, 
artistry and forensics. 

 

Movie Night-In April, we had another Friday night movie.  This time the Harry 
Potter helped by picking out a Harry Potter movie.  The group made bitter beer 
(soda) and sold popcorn and candy.  Proceeds went to Feed My Starving Children. 

 



 

AP Biology 
AP Biology’s Biotechnology Field Trip-  (Fredrickson) 
This past February the AP Biology class boarded a bus and headed to Madison to 
experience two unique laboratory experiences at the Biopharmaceutical 
Technology Center Institute (BTCI) located on the southwest side of Madison in 
conjunction with Promega Corporation . This experience allowed the students to 
experience first- hand what it is like to work in a professional laboratory setting 
while completing two required AP Biology laboratory requirements. 
 The first lab was Restriction Enzyme Digests and Gel Electrophoresis of DNA.  
Students digested lambda DNA with 4 different enzymes and then analyzed the 
digestion results by gel electrophoreses on agarose gels.  The DNA bands on the 
gel were visualized by FOTO/VisionTM safe-staining and then gels photographed 
for the students to keep and use back at school.   

 
 



After lunch and a brief mini lesson in biolumescence, the AP Biology students 
spent more time in the lab doing a Genetic Transformation into Bacteria and 
observing the bioluminescence of the previously transformed bacteria (see the 
“glowing” plasmids in the pictures below).   

 
 

The students returned to Port Washington with the task of analyzing their 
collected data and presenting their results; tying this experience directly into class 
discussions on biotechnology and its uses in everyday life.  Being able to use the 
equipment found in professional laboratories as well as working with two 
employees of BTCI as to the applications and uses of this equipment adds 
authenticity and practicality to the students’ year-long studies in AP Biology. 

 

 

 

 

 



Spanish News - las noticias 

 
World Language News 

 

Spanish 1 students are learning how to boss/tell others what to do in the context of 

home and chores that must be done.  Everybody wrote dialogues in groups and 

performed them for their classmates.  There was a lot of laughter as students 

realized that they can be funny and understand humor in Spanish.  Here is a picture 

of Sra. DeMerit’s Spanish 1 class once the performances were over. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Spanish Club 
 
Spanish Club is sponsoring the annual World Culture Day field trip on April 29.  
Members have been anticipating this fun and educational event.  We will visit 
several businesses, stores and restaurants in Milwaukee and students will learn 
about the rich cultural atmosphere that can be enjoyed so close to home. 
 

Spain Trip 2016 
 
For almost two years we have been planning and fundraising and finally the 
moment has come: we will be going to Spain in June after school is over!  Our 
tour includes Madrid, Segovia, Toledo, Seville and Granada where we will see in 
person castles, palaces, cathedrals, street markets and plazas and so much more.  
We plan to have chocolate and churros and hope that students are willing to try 
some of Spain’s awesome cuisine and immerse themselves in language and 
culture.  ¡Viva España! 

 
 

 
Art News 

 



 
We have been busy here in the art department with several art shows in the 
community. We would like to recognize our talented students who were chosen 
to feature artwork in these various venues: 
 
Wisconsin Museum of Quilts & Fiber Arts – Cedarburg - The Second Fiber Arts 
Biennale: Wisconsin State of Art  
Nine PWHS Craft students had their art work juried into this art exhibit and on 
display. 

 
 
Gallery 224 - Port Washington - An Art Education Show 
Artist featured by the following artists: Maggie Noll, Erin McCraw, Kaitlyn Greis, 
Carleah Normington, Sara Schmidt, Jared Blanchette, Emmalee Mueller, Courtney 
Luib, Brage Thompson, Alex Krause, Isaac Wierschem, Mitchell Schied, Emma 
Hoag 
 
Cedarburg Art Museum - Cedarburg -  Student Art Matters 
Art featured by the following artists: Ryan Liebergen, Jasmin Kaini, Makayla 
Masse, Andrew Cashin, Sean Matha, Anthony Zimdars, Sara Schmidt, Destiny Will, 



Hannah Leister, Brianna Rude, Emmalee Mueller, Morghan Dufresne, Madisyn 
Phillips, Allison Klotz, Morgan Shepherd, Johanna Koller, Benjamin Cowart, 
Aodhan Burke 
 

 
 
Oscar Grady Library - Saukville - Youth Art Month 
Art featured by the following artists: Cailee Ansay, Arius Czajkowski, Carleah 
Normington, Erin McCraw, Yamil Bailey, Makayla Masse, Valerie Verhunce, Ben 
Klein, Faith Parrish, Valerie Verhunce, Cody Sadler, Johanna Koller, Amanda Jones, 
Brianna Drews, Hannah Wozniak, Abby Donohue, Taylor Crook, Bridget Collins, 
Danielle O’Donnell, Abby Graf, Hannah Leister, Haley Brown, Lisa Biertzer, Sarresa 
Scifo 
 
Cedarburg Cultural Center - Cedarburg - 69th Annual Ozaukee County Art Show  
Art featured by the following artists: Maggie Cope, Madisyn Phillips, Danielle 
O’Donnell, Kelli Fischer, Adrianna Covert, Dylan Toffel, Chris Zaeske, Jordyn 
Rabideaux, Emily Jacque, Rebecca Grant, Hailey Brakke, Taylor Crook, Georgia 
Didier, Elizabeth DiFrances, Taylor Erlauer, Madisen Gilane, Kaley Johnson, Lauren 



Kirst, Victoria La Cosse, Julia Mardis, Brianna Rude, Sara Schmidt, Janie Scott, 
Aaron Steffen, Kevin Taylor, Nicole Turenne, Teagan Walters, Valerie Verhunce 
 
UW Washington County - West Bend - Festival of the Arts 
Art featured by the following artists: Madisyn Phillips, Courtney Luib, Laura 
Bultman, Carleah Normington, Makayla Masse, Jared Blanchette, Rayna Noack, 
Emily Catena, Trinity Baker, Taylor Crook, Lauren Kirst, Victoria La Cosse, Danielle 
O’Donnell, Nicole Turenne, Destiny Will 
 
Photographic Society of America - National - Youth Showcase  
Art featured by the following artists: Alyssa Orvis, Sara Schmidt, Kate Snook, 
Kevin Taylor, Valerie Verhunce, Myles Frank, Ben Cowart, Madisen Gilane, 
Morgan Shepherd, Erin McCraw, Emily Jacque, Joshua Black, Johanna Koller, 
Alison Klotz, Yamil Bailey, Taylor Erlauer 

 
 

AODA Community Coalition 
 

 
 
The community AODA coalition organized the fourth Parent/student University in 
April.  The event featured Brigette Henschel with her program called Amalia’s 
Hope.  Amalia Henschel was her daughter that died tragically of a heroin overdose 
at the age of 22.  Brigette spoke to parents on Thursday night and to students on 
Friday morning.  The parent program also provided information on help and 
support for families dealing with drug/addiction issues.   
 
The AODA coalition has a mission of providing support and information to our 
parents and students regarding drug and alcohol issues.  If anyone is interested in 
beinig a member of the coalition please contact Eric Burke at Port Washington 
High School.  We will start meeting again in fall to plan for our 2017 
Parent/Student University. 



Music News 

 
 

 
 

Key Club News 
Key Club Members met in March to create Easter Treat Bags for our Pirate 
Partners at SES and also to prepare for the citywide Hippity Hop Easter Egg Hunt 
Event. April brought more opportunities to volunteer with children during the 
Kiwanis sponsored Week of the Young Child. Key Club Members are making a 
difference in our community! 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Best Buddies 
Best Buddies club members celebrated St. Patrick’s Day by decorating cookies and 
just hanging out after school. Students chatted about Spring Break plans, music, 
movies and more. The students have a few more activities planned for the 
remaining months, including a Brewers game and the Friendship Walk May 21st in 
downtown Milwaukee. We can’t believe another year of Best Buddies at PWHS 
will soon come to a close with our end of the year party! 
 



 
Don’t forget, the Best Buddies Friendship walk is May 21st at ManpowerGroup 
Headquarters in downtown Milwaukee. For more information visit 
https://bestbuddiesfriendshipwalk.org/milwaukee/ or contact Erin Jodie or Karla 
Klein. 

 

 
 

 
Math Department News 

Close to 40 Calculus students get ready for the AP Exam by coming in to take a 
practice AP Exam on their day off.  Most of the students will sit for the actual 
exam, but this has given them a great example of what they should expect when 
they take their test on May 5th.  Best of luck to these and all of our AP Student 
heading into their exam weeks. 
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Social Studies News 

If you’ve ever wondered what happens at an Ozaukee County Board meeting, the 
students pictured below can tell you!  They participated in the annual Ozaukee 
Youth Government Day fieldtrip on March 16th.  This opportunity is available due 
to the efforts of the Wisconsin American Legion and their aim to give students 
chances to interact with county officials at both the Administration Center and 
the Justice Center.  
They were great representatives of Port High and posed many thoughtful 
questions along the way.  
 

 
 

PWHS Forensics 
 

PWHS Forensics Ends Season on a High Note 

The forensics team attended their last season tournament by heading to UW-
Whitewater for the WFCA State tournament on April 2. This tournament was the 
culminations for hard work by 23 students who attended. The team placed 6th in 
the state in Division II. After 3 rounds of tough competition, many of the Port High 



students made it to the semi-final round, competing with the top 12 to 16 
students in the state. Those students included Sasha Ottesen in Demonstration 
Speaking, Caitlyn Mersereau and Alexus Beach in Solo Serious Acting, Nick 
Froelich and James Jobs in Solo Humorous Acting, and David Kortes, Alexa 
Longstaff, Madisen Gilane, and Addie Bretl in Prose Interpretation. Going on to 
final rounds were James Jobs, who placed 4th in Solo Humorous, and Addie Bretl 
who placed 2nd in Prose Interpretation. The end of year awards banquet will be 
held on Friday, May 13 at 6 p.m. in the Little Theater.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 


