
 

Pirate news 

January, 2016 

Port Washington High School Important Dates- 2015-16 
 February 9th-Grade 9-11-Course Selection Information program-6 PM 

 February 11th-Grade 8-Course Selection Information/Extra-Curricular program-6 PM 

 February 12th-No School 

 February 25-Parent/Teacher Conferences-3:30-7:30 

 March 1-ACT Testing (Juniors Only report) 

 March 2-ACT Work key Testing-(All students report) 

 March 11-Trivia Night 

 March 21-25-Spring Break 

 

Port Washington High School Building Project Information 

 

 
 



Planning continues to be a major focus as we get closer to the start of construction this spring 

with the PWHS project.  Construction is set to begin this spring.  It is going to be an amazing 

educational facility! 

 

Draft Timeline: 

 3 Story Academic Wing will begin in April 2016 and completed in June 2017 

 Demolition of Core area will be completed in October 2017 

 The Core addition (Gym/Music Rooms/Cafeteria/Offices) will be completed in 

January 2019 

 

 

 



Business Department News 

 
Students taking courses in the Business Department are busy applying curriculum to real word 

experiences in a variety of courses.   

DECA – This year we had a record number of students compete at the District 5/6 Competition 

on Saturday, January 9th.  We had 70 competitors for the day.  In addition, we had 13 former 

students, parents, and community members help us out in judging for the day.  Thank you to the 

volunteers!  Of the competitors, Courtney Luib tied for first place in Accounting Applications 

and the team of Sarah Spaeth & Ellie Yandry take first place in the Buying & Merchandising 

event!  Congratulations to all the competitors and medal winners.  Next up is the state 

competition in March in Lake Geneva.  Representing Port Washington High School at state will 

be:  Courtney Luib, Sarah Spaeth, Ellie Yandry, Zach Noegel, Mansur Zulfakar, Jared Bruttig, 

Kenny Zacher, Simone Wittlinger, Cordy Larsen, Olivia Biskobing, & Alexa Longstaff. 

 

 

 

DECA teams with Stars & Stripes Honor Flight.  DECA students designed and sold 6th man 

shirts to be worn at the Port vs. Grafton basketball game!  This year, we are proud to announce 

that we sold over 500 shirts and we will be sending two local veterans on an Honor Flight soon!  

Thank you to all who bought shirts & contributed.   

 



MR. PHS! --The Third Annual Mr. PHS will be held on Thursday, March 31st.  DECA students 

have started the planning process for this community wide event. Competitors from all grade 

levels will have the chance to be named the successor to Jimmy Clarke.  Who will Jimmy hand 

the crow to in 2016?  Admission is $3.00 at the door and we will have a people choice award 

again where the funds will go to the contestant’s charity of choice!   

 

Social Media Marketing – As we wrap up the first semester running the Social Media 

Marketing class, we are proud to say it was a success. Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Pinterest, 

and LinkedIn were all analyzed from a business/marketing standpoint. As students learned about 

how businesses use these various social media platforms in their marketing efforts, they also put 

their knowledge into practice by offering their suggestions to local businesses.  Businesses such 

as Anchor Men’s Wear, Broadway Popcorn, and Tello’s all visited the classroom to participate in 

student presentations and to listen to student suggestions. We also would like to thank Dr. 

Weber, Chris Surfus, Eric Burke, and Thad Gabrielse for attending these presentations. A special 

thank you to Debbie Depies for helping make this class become a success. 

The business department is looking forward to working with additional local businesses next 

year. 

 

2016 ACT Testing Information 

 All Junior students must be here for testing on Tuesday and Wednesday for the full 

testing day.  This is a state requirement. 

 NO CELL PHONES ALLOWED AT SCHOOL ON TESTING DAYS! 

 Students are allowed to bring an ACT approved calculator to the 

testing…or….CALCULATORS WILL BE PROVIDED TO STUDENTS DURING 

MATH ASSESSMENT  

 ALL JUNIORS WILL REPORT TO LUNCH AFTER TESTING IS COMPLETE 

 BUS SERVICE WILL RUN AT 1:00 ON MARCH 3RD 

Tuesday, March 1st-Only Juniors report this day for ACT testing  (9th, 10th, 12th grade students 

do not report to school).  We will have a light breakfast available for 11th grade students in the 

morning.  Students should come to the auditorium hallway at 7:30 AM.  We will also serve lunch 

that day.  The busses will pick up at 1:00. 

Wednesday, March 2nd-All Students report to school for a full day.  11th grade students will be 

taking the ACT WorkKeys assessment is assigned locations in the morning.  We will have bagels 

& fruit available for 11th grade students in the morning.  Students should come to the auditorium 

hallway at 7:30 AM. 11th grade students will go to 5th -8th period classes after testing. 

Thursday, March 3rd-  This is a full day for 5-12 students.  It is an early release day for K-4 

students.  Elementary schools have afternoon parent/teacher conferences that day. 

 



Port Pride 2015 

The first semester for the 2015-16 school year is complete.  Almost 400 students at PWHS 

completed the five requirement for the Port Pride program.  Those students (and parents) 

completed over 5,000 hours of community service!  We are very proud of our students and 
their commitment to making our community a better place for everyone! 

 

 



Community Mentor Program 

 

By Katy Macek 

Port Washington, Wis. — In high school, it can be difficult to see the world outside of school, 

but the Community Mentor Program at Port Washington High School tries to help broaden 

student’s horizons. 

And that’s exactly what it did for Olivia Biertzer, a sophomore at PWHS who joined the program 

late in the fall semester of her freshman year. 

“You know how you think you have your ‘group,’ certain people you can talk to? But it’s just 

them,” she said. “(The program) definitely opens your eyes … It’s nice to know I can connect 

with other people outside of my group. I think that’s a good life skill.” 

The Community Mentor Program is a partnership with the high school, the Port Washington and 

Saukville police departments and the Ozaukee County Administrative Office, Principal Eric 

Burke said. 

It started two years ago, and partners 3 to 4 students with a mentor who works for either the City 

of Port Washington, Ozaukee County or village of Saukville. 

The six groups – all male or all female – meet once a week throughout each semester, and they 

try to keep the same groups into the spring. 

“It helps those kids that struggle, for whatever reason, to be in school and to fit in,” Burke said. 

“They get to feel a part of the school, and that’s probably the most important thing.” 

The students are recruited to be in the program, and while it’s optional, he said he encourages 

them to stick past the awkward first meeting, because he’s seen so many students benefit. 

Mentors are given guidelines to follow and a theme for each week, along with a story the 

students are asked to read and reflect on. 

The hope, Burke said, is for that to be a starting point. 

 “The way it works best is they’ll spend time with the story, but then, they end up discussing it; 

sometimes it goes off into other conversations,” he said. 

In two years, he estimated about a couple hundred kids have participated, and only a handful 

have turned it down without giving it a try. 

Of the students that do participate, he said the truancy rate has greatly reduced. 

Sophomore Leishiona Dougherty started last spring semester, and said she was doubtful at first 

because she didn’t know some of the girls in her group and felt uncomfortable opening up to 

them. 

“You’ve got to get over that whole, ‘I don’t want to talk to these people,’ thing,” she said. “I was 

like, ‘maybe I need to open my eyes a little more and see the world how it is.’ Not even just with 

the people, but the things you do, like being happy and staying positive instead of letting the 

drama control your life.” 



While it was indeed awkward at first, she said getting to know the other girls’ stories broadened 

her group of friends and increased her confidence as a student. 

After the official meetings ended two weeks ago, Dougherty said her group decided they wanted 

to keep meeting until Christmas. 

She even planned the lesson plan for the last meeting. 

Will Schanen, a senior, said he’s enjoyed making friends with students he wouldn’t normally be 

exposed to because of different interests, one of the many skills from the program he’ll take with 

him after he graduates. 

“The first week’s always weird, but people connected, and it’s really cool to see how it 

developed,” he said. “With going away to college next year and meeting new people, I’ve 

learned to be open to everyone. Don’t close doors right away.” 

All three students plan to continue the program their spring semester, and Biertzer said she’ll 

“continue to come as long as (Mr. Burke) keeps inviting me back.” 

 

United For Youth 

 
 

United for Youth is planning several events for second semester.  Our goal as a group is to make 

things happen in our school and community that make it a better place to live for everyone.  If 

you are interested out for any of the events, please let Mr. Burke know. 



 Feed My Starving Children program-We are helping with the efforts of this community 

initiative.  The group is trying to raise $250,000 and supply a work force to pay for and 

pack meals for starving children in May.  PWHS will participate by fund raising, 

awareness and recruiting volunteers.  Nick Becker and Lizzy Karrels are spearheading 

this effort at PWHS. 

 Trivia Night-Amanda Kaiser and Caitlin Dreier are helping to organize the second PWHS 

trivia night contest on March 11th. 

 Talent Show-April 14th 

 Movie Night-April 15th 

 

Spanish News - las noticias 

 
Spanish Club will again be volunteering at the Annual Holiday Folk Fair at State Fair Park.  Our 

students get to experience different cultures through music, art and the variety of information and 

activity stands available.  Did we mention that many cultural groups also offer an enormous 

menu of ethnic foods?  All of this paired with an opportunity to volunteer makes this an 

attractive event for our students! 
 

 

Art News 
The upcoming exhibition at Gallery 224 is called “An Art Education” and features artwork of 

students from Thomas Jefferson Middle school and the High School, as well as the art work of 

six Port High Alum who are currently studying art at the Milwaukee Institute of Art and 

Design.  The show opens with an artist reception on Friday, February 26 from 5-7:00, and will be 

up through March 19.  The gallery is open Friday from 11:00-3:00, and Saturday from 9:00-3:00.  

 

 



 

AODA Community Coalition 
 

 
 

The Community AODA coalition is busy planning for another Parent/Student University 

program on March 31st/April 1st.  We plan to have a program focused on drug (Heroin and other 

drugs) usage awareness and also a panel to help answer questions and provide ideas on where to 

get support in our community.  The program on Thursday evening will be open to all parents and 

community members.  The program during the day on April 1st will be for our student body. 

 

 

 



Music News 
 

 

 
On Friday Feb. 5th students from both the High School Band and Choir programs will be 

performing at the annual Spaghetti dinner and silent auction.  Tickets are $5 for students 10 and 

under and $10 for everyone 10 years of age and older.  There will also be a great silent auction 

with everything from Packer footballs to Broadway show tickets. During the meal, all of the 

curricular ensembles will be performing a wide variety of music.  The dinner will go from4:30-

7:30 

  

On February 6th Port Washington will be hosting the 2016 ICHSA Acappella quarterfinals at 

7pm.  Eleven groups from Wisconsin and Illinois we be competing to advance to the semifinal 

round in Dekalb Illinois in March.  All ticket sales prior to the day of will be sold online at 

FRESHTIX.com or www.varsityvocals.com.   

  

On Saturday February 6th, Lakefront Jazz (PWHS Jazz Band) will be performing at the New 

Trier Jazz Festival in Winnetka, IL.  Over 50 schools will be participating, receiving clinics, 

masterclasses, and experiences performances from the world famous tenor saxophone player 

Chris Potter and his all-star big band.  Lakefront Jazz’s performance will be streamed live on 

www.ntjazz.com  

  

Congratulations to Elliot DeMerit, Tyler Schaefer and Zack Gephart for being selected into the 

Wisconsin State Choral Directors Associations Honors Men’s Choir on January 15th.  These 

http://www.varsityvocals.com/
http://www.ntjazz.com/
https://tyreephotos.smugmug.com/Music/PWHS-Holiday-Choir-Concert/i-xCH8XH8


young men were chosen to be part of an 80 member ensembles of elite High School singers let 

by composer and conductor Eric Barnum. Congratulations 

  

Congratulations to Alex Quade and David Kortes for being selected to perform at the Milwaukee 

Music Festival on Jan. 29th and 30th.  Alex and David auditioned and were chosen amongst 

hundreds of musicians from Wisconsin and Illinois to be a part of this select ensemble.  During 

the weekend, they will work with world rewound composer John Mackey.  

 
Key Club News 

Members of Key Club have taken on a mentoring role of "Bigs" to "Littles" at Saukville 

Elementary School. This "Pirate Partners" program is expected to continue to grow next year. 

Pictured below are just a sample of the cards that the Littles were surprised with before the 

holiday break.  

 
 
 

PLTW Certification 



 
 

Our Project Lead the Way classes at PWHS were reviewed this winter by MSOE for certification 

purposes.  The certification provides our school district the opportunity to provide our students 

college credit for all PLTW classes through MSOE.  Our Biomedical classes received their first 

certification this school year.  Our Engineering classes were re-certified this school year.  Check 

out the possibilities before course selection this spring! 

 
 

Tech Ed News 
The technology and Engineering Department will be adding three new classes to our 

course selection handbook for the 2016-2017 school year.   Student interest in the area of 
machining, casting, and small engines has increased to the point where we need to expand and 
offer both an Advanced Machining, and an Advanced Casting class.  Furthermore students 
interested in working in the field of small engines and mechanics will be able to sign up for small 
engines next year.  Students will have the opportunity to experience many different aspects of 
these two exciting career pathways.   
 
On Saturday, January 9 the worldwide FIRST Robotics Competition kicked off. The new game and 
playing field were unveiled and teams receive a Kickoff Kit made up of donated items 
and components with only limited instructions. Working with adult Mentors, students have six 
weeks to design, build, program, and test their robots to meet the season’s engineering 
challenge. Once these young inventors build a robot, their teams will participate in one or more 



of the Regional and District events that measure the effectiveness of each robot, the power of 
collaboration, and the determination of students. 
 
This is an exciting year for the FIRST Robotics Port Piratech team 4804, with more team members 
than ever before we will be competing in this year’s competition called STRONGHOLD.  Teams 
will need to cross defenses, siege the enemy’s tower and score as many points as possible in 
2:30 seconds.  We will be competing at the Wisconsin regional March 23rd-26th at the UWM 
Panther Arena.  This event is free to the public and will surely be exciting, more information 
about the competition can be found below. 
 

            
 
FIRST Stronghold game reveal 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqOKzoHJDjA 
 
Wisconsin Regional event 
http://www.wisconsinregional.com/ 
 
 

PWHS Forensics 
PWHS Forensics Hosts Its First Tournament and Starts Strong! 

The forensics team kicked off the season on January 16 with the first tournament ever hosted at 

PWHS! The tournament was a huge success and couldn’t have been done without the help of the 

team, the parents and the staff and administration here at Port High and in the district. Nineteen 

schools and over 200 students attended. With 25 students competing, Port forensics placed 2nd 

in the large team category with several students taking home trophies and medals including 

senior, David Kortes, juniors, James Jobs, Noah Irish, Michael Ortiz, Amanda Penkivech, Ricky 

Lopez, Chris Mackey, Jamie Love, and Addie Bretl, sophomores, Hans Pfrang and Preston 

Vang, and freshman, Darian Drewitz. The team continued its success on January 23 at Oshkosh 

North taking home 3rd place in the medium team category with individual awards won by 

juniors Caitlyn Mersereau and Alexus Beach, and freshman Jack Wagner. The team heads to 

Marquette on January 30 and will continue the competition season through April with the state 

tournament at UW-Whitewater. This year’s forensics team is the largest we’ve in the last 5 years 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqOKzoHJDjA
http://www.wisconsinregional.com/


with 34 students competing; the addition of assistant coach, TJ math teacher, Molly Roell, makes 

this season one that we anticipate will be full of success and fun!  

 
AP Psychology 

AP PSYCHOLOGY 

Research Project Conclusions 

2015-16 

 

Students enrolled in Advanced Placement Psychology at PWHS this year have embarked 

upon research unlike that of a typical class. 

 

During the first semester, students learned the basics of planning a psychological 

research study and developing a plan for calculating and analyzing results. They were 

then challenged to comprise a bias-free survey for other students here at the high school. 

Topics ranged from preferred music to favorite baked goods. Some of the conclusions 

were: 

 

Among Port Washington High School students… 

 The preferred movie genre is comedy 

 The preferred music is rap/hip-hop 

 Involvement in extra-curricular activities lowers stress 

 Involvement in extra-curricular activities improves grade point average 

 A positive attitude toward education increases grade point average 

 Community service is most common among students with a grade point 

average between 2.5 and 3.0 

 Homework is believed to be essential 

 Most engage in 30 to 60 minutes of homework per night 

 Males prefer casual dating 

 Females prefer serious dating 

 Most receive between 7 and 10 hours of sleep per night 

 Females express a higher level of moral reasoning 

 Chrome Books are used most often in science classes 

 Most do not understand the meaning of their dreams 

 Sophomore females express the highest level of fear 

 Most are not employed 

 Visual learning is preferred to auditory 

 Four-year college education is the most common post-graduation plan 



 Online streaming is the most common television viewing medium 

 The fewest number of students attended Dunwiddie Elementary 

 Cookies are the preferred baked good 

 
Counseling Department 

COUNSELING DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 
PWHS (Local) Scholarships 
Applications for scholarships awarded through Port Washington High School are available.  Members of 

the graduating class of the year 2016 who wish to apply should obtain an application from the high school 

counseling office or at the Counseling Home Page under “Scholarships”.  Completed applications for 

these scholarships must be delivered in person to the Counseling Office or to Mr. Bichler (268-5565, or at 

Mark.Bichler@pwssd.k12.wi.us) no later than 3:00 pm on February 3rd, 2016.  If mailed, they must be 

postmarked no later than February 3rd, 2016. 

 

In addition, there are a limited number of scholarships available to college students who (a) graduated 

from Port High in 2014 or earlier, (b) have completed at least one and one-half years of college, and (c) 

have not earned a four-year college degree.  Those who wish to apply may acquire an application in 

person by visiting the PWHS Counseling Office.  Completed applications for these scholarships must be 

delivered in person to the Counseling Office or to Mr. Bichler (268-5565, or at 

Mark.Bichler@pwssd.k12.wi.us) not later than 3:00 pm on February 24th, 2016.  If mailed, they must be 

postmarked no later than February 24th, 2016. 

 

Scholarships 
Scholarships from a variety of colleges and organizations arrive in the Counseling Office on a regular 

basis.  Seniors are encouraged to periodically check the scholarship file and database in the Counseling 

Office as well as in Haiku.   

 

 

Junior Parents / Students Meetings 
On Monday Jan. 18th, at Cedarburg HS PAC, the Counseling Departments of Port Washington and 

Cedarburg sponsored a special panel discussion with representatives from a private university, the UW 

system, and a technical college.  This forum gave juniors and their parents an opportunity to hear about 

entrance requirements and other expectations of these educational institutions. 

  As part of the Counseling Department’s program to help juniors with their post high school decision-

making, counselors visited the American Problem and Promises Classes as well as the AP Government 

Classes before Christmas Break.  Valuable information was provided.  Please make sure to ask your 

juniors about the “green folder”.   

During the months of March and April, juniors, along with their parents, will be invited to attend an 

individual conference with their counselors to help with specific interests and needs.  This variety of 

presentations will give students and their parents a wide range of resources to help them make the best 

possible decisions about their post high school plans. 

 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 

mailto:Mark.Bichler@pwssd.k12.wi.us
mailto:Mark.Bichler@pwssd.k12.wi.us


The Free Application for Federal Student Aid is available on line at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  Please be sure to 

check with your colleges regarding deadlines. 

 
College and Military Representatives 

College and Military representatives visit the Counseling Office throughout the school year during lunch.  

Visits are announced in the daily student announcements and are posted on the scrolling marquee outside 

the Counseling Office. 

 
College Entrance Exam Dates 

ACT – 2016 

Test Date Registration Deadline Late Registration 

February 6 January 8  January 9-15 

 March 1st All Juniors will take the ACT – Registration on date of exam 

 March 2nd  All Juniors will take the ACT WorkKeys 

April 9   March 4  March 5-18 

June 11  May 6   May 7-20 
 

SAT – 2016 

Test Date Registration Deadline Late Registration 

March 5               February 5         February 23 

May 7    April 8  April 26 

June 4    May 5               May 25 

   ACT Website: www.act.org 

 
Literacy Department News 

 
News from the Literacy Department - January, 2016 
 

Mid-year assessments have been completed, and literacy students have shown 
significant growth in comprehension, vocabulary acquisition, and writing skills!  This is 
great news, with growth expected to continue.  Students are also working to maintain 
strong study habits, like using an assignment notebook, rewriting their notes, going over 
material verbally, and accessing online resources such as Kahoot, Jeopardy, and 
Quizlet to review material. 
 

 Word of the Day -  Teachers are taking advantage of the Word of the Day in 
various ways: posting them on the whiteboard and walls of the classroom; 
including them in content-related sentences; doing in-depth vocabulary study; 
having students generate sentences and drawn pictures about the 
words.  Students will see these words on standardized tests, encounter them in 
textbooks, and hear them in everyday life; they’re important to know: 
“...vocabulary is the glue that holds stories, ideas, and content 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.act.org/


together...making comprehension accessible…” (Rupley, Logan, & 
Nichols).  

 

RAP (Read - Annotate - Process) - Students encounter this term school-wide now, 
and while it’s a new term, it’s a familiar concept. Teachers ask students to RAP when 
they want them to annotate or text-code a piece of text.  When students RAP, they 
engage more thoroughly with the text, monitor their understanding more deeply, and 
comprehend it at a higher level. 
 

 
 

Breakfast Program 
The PWHS Block day Breakfast program is going very well this school year once again.  Thank 

you to Mr. Borley, Mrs. Klein and students for making it happen each week!  We are in need of 

donations of cash and peanut butter to keep the program going strong.  Donations can be made in 

the high school office. 

 

 
Science 

During the resource period, our science department has provided and excellent opportunity for 

our students to learn more about possible college/career options in the health care/medical fields.  

We had over 80 students learn from Medical College of Wisconsin medical students one day and 

another day a large group listened to several staff members (Nursing, Physical Therapy, 

Pharmacy) from Concordia University.  We will continue to offer these kind of opportunities for 

our students during the resource period.  On February 4th, the owner of SEEK will be here to talk 

to our students about preparing for their future career possibilities. 

 

 
 

 



AP Physics 
The AP Physics class is studying rotational motion and Sir Isaac Newton’s law of universal 

gravitation.  Isaac Newton proposed his law in the year 1686 and it took about 150 years before 

he was proven to be correct.  Students in the class worked on several labs and problem sets to 

further their understanding of rotational motion and the law of universal gravitation.  One lab 

involved students twirling a ball above their heads and comparing the centripetal force to the 

gravitational force.  The student’s favorite lab was about a flying pig in the classroom.  Students 

split into groups of four and had to determine the necessary measurements required to determine 

the rotational period of a flying pig.  Using only measurements from their meter stick the 

students worked on combining four separate equations into one equation that allowed them to 

find the correct answer.  The students enjoyed themselves and found the answer to the classic 

question: When will Isaac Newton be proven wrong? 

 

 
 



FRESHMAN BIOLOGY 

 
 

The freshman Biology students have been working all semester long on an inquiry-based, data 

collection project that they have recently finished and reported out on.  These students were 

trying to create an environment that would best sustain or support early forms of life. They had 

to provide background information, write a claim or hypothesis, and then collect data weekly 

over the course of the semester.  At the end of the semester, students had to analyze their results 

and present it using a presentation tool of their choice. Below are snippets from a variety of 

student presentation results: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 


