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Open House & Technology 
Thank you to the parents that joined us at our 
recent Open House. It was a very successful 
Open House last week!  It was a great 
opportunity to showcase our classrooms and 
talk a little bit about the technology initiative.  
There are many great things happening in the 
classrooms each and every day! 
 

Haiku LMS? 
Haiku LMS allows teachers to build their own 
webpage with instructional content which can be 
linked to student assignments. Students can access 
this web-based application at any time. The parent 
portal to Haiku will be open for second semester.  If 
parents want to access Haiku they will need to use 
their child’s log-in. 

District Website FAQ’s 
Please visit the Port Washington-Saukville 
District website for information about the 
Personalized Learning Initiative.   
Check it out at www.pwssd.k12.wi.us 
 
 

PWHS-State Report Card-Exceeds 
Expectations 
 
The State Report Card from the department of Public Instruction 
was published last week.  Port Washington High School received 
a score of 81.4 which put our school in the Exceeds Expectation 
rating for the state. The score also ranks PWHS as the 18th 
best high school in the entire state of Wisconsin.  Last school 
year our high school scored a 74.0 which also placed PWHS in 
the Exceeds Expectations category. 
 
The criteria for the ranking include WKCE state testing, ACT 
performance, graduation rate, and Closing the Gap with special 
populations.  While the score is something to celebrate, it is also 
important to recognize that many other factors that make PWHS 
a great school are not in the state equation (Fine Arts, Extra-
curricular activities, etc).  Thank you to all of our students, staff, 
administration, parents, school board, and community for your 
work in our success! Detailed information on the state report card 
can be found at http://reportcards.dpi.wi.gov/rc_districts 
 
Twitter and Port Washington High School 
The professional use of Twitter is becoming a very popular way 
to learn and transmit information.  Twitter is also used most often 
for personal reasons.  As a school district, administrators and 
teachers can use twitter to research topics from experts around 
the world.  I use Twitter to learn information about education and 
to share great ideas and events that are happening at Port 
Washington High School.  If you are interested in following my 
“tweets” you can follow me at @EricBurkePWHS.  If you 
have not signed up for Twitter and want to learn more about it, 
please check out this web page 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZQn9jHM3pM 
 
Breakfast Program at PWHS 
PWHS had our first two days of the breakfast program last week 
on our block days.  Students consumed many bagels with peanut 
butter, apples, and bananas.  We received enough in donations 
to cover our first few weeks of the program.  If you are interested 
in making a donation, please drop off a check to the high school 
office ℅ of the PWHS Breakfast Program. 
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STEM News 
 
STEM stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics.  Our 
STEM group focus is to bridge 
curriculum areas in our school and build 
partnerships with business and industry 
in our community to better prepare our 
students for college and career 
opportunities. 
 
Great News...We were made aware last 
week that the PWSSD STEM group has 
been nominated for the State STEM 
Group of the Year award recognized at 
the SystemNow conference on October 
22nd by the STEM Forward 
organization.  We have many great 
educators, industry and health care 
leaders working together to promote 
STEM to our students and community. 
Last week the Community STEM group 
met at Charter Steel.  Charter Steel 
began the meeting with a tour of their 
facilities and lab.  It is a very impressive 
operation! 
After the tour our entire group met 
together to discuss committee work that 
was accomplished over the summer.   
Our marketing and partnership 
committee has developed a plan to 
expand and grow partnerships by 
bringing more businesses into our group 
and to find more ways to work together 
for our students.  Mr. Volke spends part 
of his time each week building those 
partnerships.   
Our curriculum committee discussed the 
new PLTW engineering classes being 
offered at PWHS in technical education 
(computer integrated manufacturing) and 
Biomedical Sciences.  The Biomedical 
science class began the school year by 
discovering a “staged” death scene.  
They will work this entire semester on  
determining the actual cause of death.  
 
Our Extra-curricular committee reported 
the plans at the high school for the 2nd 
year of the Robotics program as well as 
a new Bike Build program.  The middle 
school and elementary schools will start 
with 5 Lego League teams and a new 
Engineering is Elementary Program. 
 
 

Spotlight on School 
Attendance 

 
Port Washington High School 
believes that we can help 
provide for maximum learning 
experiences for each student by 
actively promoting and 
providing procedures that 
encourage regular school 
attendance. 
  

● Students are expected to be in the 
classroom and preparing to learn 
when the bell rings.  Students tardy 
to class will be issued detentions. 

●  If a student is absent from school, 
parents need to contact the school 
(262) 268-5501, or sign and date a 
written statement for the student to 
submit to the Main Office upon 
returning. 

●  If your child should need to leave 
for a professional appointment 
during the school day, the Main 
Office will provide a Professional 
Appointment Verification form to 
your student.  The Professional 
Verification form must be signed by 
an official at your destination and 
returned to the Main Office upon 
the student’s return.  A signed form 
for part of a day or a signed letter 
from a professional care provider 
for a full day(s) will be noted as 
medical absences and will not count 
against the student’s total absences. 

● School attendance requires that a 
student be in the location 
corresponding to their schedule of 
classes unless authorized by staff to 
be elsewhere for the duration of 
each class period.  Habitual truancy 
is when a student is missing from 
class for all or part of an excessive 
number of days and is in violation 
of Wisconsin State Statutes. 

  

Spotlight on Homecoming 
 
Port Washington Student Council is busy 
preparing for Homecoming 2013 with 
this year’s theme of “Roaring 20’s!” We 
will kick off with our Pre-Homecoming 
Assembly this Friday! Window 
Decorating will be over the course of 
next weekend and the Powder Puff 
Game will be on Sunday with the first 
game at noon.  All week we will have 
dress up days! We are excited to 
announce this year’s court at the soccer 
game Thursday, and will once again be 
bringing in Daniel James, a hypnotist, on 
Thursday evening. The week of fun 
continues with another Pep Rally on 
Friday afternoon at school and our 
community parade at 4:00 pm. We are 
hoping for a win over Grafton at the 
football game that evening. We end the 
week of events with dance decorating 
and an evening of fun at the “Roaring 
Twenties” themed dance. The week 
always is exciting and we are looking 
forward to this year’s events! 

Please look over the Homecoming 
Activities for next week in another 
attachment. 

Brian Fidlin-Parent Presentation

The community AODA coalition is 
pleased to announce that Brian Fidlin 
(clinical psychologist) will have a 
presentation on November 19th from  
6 pm -7:30 pm in the PWHS auditorium.  
His program is titled-The Enlightened 
Parent:  What is my Child Thinking?  
 
Brian will also present this same 
program on October 16th at the 
Cedarburg Cultural Center.  It is a great 
program for any parent to attend. We 
hope you can join us! 
 
This is not your typical presentation.  It 
is engaging, mind-blowing, and beyond 
interesting content that you can apply to 
your life and how you interact with your 
child. 
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